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Steve’s Snippets.
Thanks for your support and encouragement for the clubs “Helping the Bush “ campaign launched last week. I look forward to swelling the clubs donation with member contributions and Xmas goods. During the week I received an email from Moree members including the Salvo’s officer in the area.

The text of his message is included elsewhere in the bulletin. It’s a very moving story and one of the reasons I believe we should try and help.

I felt last weeks meeting was a good one, and we certainly had a lot to get through, including Brian Hennell’s eulogy to Bob Taylor, a lot of club business, an excellent “my life” talk from Rod McDougall, and a very entertaining guest speaker, who I didn’t dare stop from finishing. Consequently the meeting went somewhat overtime for which I apologise, however I do ask you to realise that when we do have a lot to get through sometimes we WILL run over time. I’ll do my best to minimise it but please be understanding of the projects and programs members are involved in.

This week we will be supporting the Infants Home fete with the club BBQ on Saturday afternoon and I ask all members to assist if they can during the afternoon, including selling our Xmas raffle tickets. A fortnight later we will again be BBq’ing, this time at Strathfield Park for our yearly Carols by Candlelight. Yes I know Xmas is upon us already !!!

Next week will I hope be a special occasion. Denise Thomas, the retiring Principal of Meriden will be our guest of honour and speaker at our last normal Partners night for the year (excluding the Xmas party of course). Due to my early departure for “Nu Zilland” for the Lake Taupo Classic ride on Sat the 30th. Pres elect Keith will wear the collars of office (symbolically I’m afraid) for the evening and I’m sure do a great job I’m sure. Due to my (and Keith, Rick, Euan, Allan’s) absence until the following Monday there may NOT be a “Steve’s Snippets for the following week.

Please remember though that this meeting will be our AGM and election of Club officers for Keith’s year, and a Club assembly as well.

Congratulations to our cycling team again for all (nearly) safely completing the RTA “Cycle Sydney” ride last Sunday. Please be a bit easy on Brian Johnston though as he had a fairly nasty fall coming down a steep winding corner at The Rocks. A bit of cleaning up, some repairs to the bike and he was on his way and completed the ride in good time.

On the subject of riding and fundraising Allan Taylor will tonite outline a possible sponsorship proposal for kilometres completed by our team on the Lake Taupo ride, with funds raised going to our helping the bush campaign of course.

Thanks for your help and enthusiasm everybody, I’m sure you will all epitomise the values of Rotary in the coming weeks with the many but worthwhile demands on your time, your money and your patience handled with aplomb.

Steve
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EXTRA SPECIAL CHRISTMAS CAKE
INGREDIENTS

1 cup butter
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INGREDIENTS

1 cup butter

1 cup sugar

4 large eggs

1 cup dried fruit 

1/2 cup lemon juice

1 or 2 bottles of spirits (whisky, rum, brandy or vodka

[image: image10.wmf]1 tsp baking powder

1 tsp baking soda

1 tsp salt

1 cup brown sugar

1 cup mixed nuts

METHOD

Before you start, sample the spirits to check for quality.  Good isn't it?  Now go ahead and select a large mixing bowl, measuring cup, etc.  Check spirits again as it must be just right.  To be sure that this is of the highest quality pour one level cup into a glass and drink it as fast as you can.  Repeat.

With an electric mixer, beat the butter in a large fluffy bowl.  Add on tsp thugar and beet again.

[image: image11.wmf]Meanwhile, make sure that the spirit is of the finest quality.  Cry another cup.  Opend secon botel neccesaarneeaas you want to.  Add two arge eggs, two kupps fried druit and bat til high.  If frute sticks to beeters, pry it loose with a drewscriver.  Sample spirit again for tonsisicity.  Next shift 3 cups of salt or anything else for that matter as is it matters not wat.  Check liquid again.

Sift half a pint of lemon juice with butter and nuts; ad bablespons of brown or any other colour suger you can find and mix well.  Grease oven and trun cake pant to 35 greeds.

Now pour thingo into the coven and ake.  Check spirits again.

Yoou mite kneed to try this several times efore yoo get et "jest rite".

Happy Cooking.
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MESSAGES FROM THE BUSH

13th November 2002

The President and Members

Rotary Club of Strathfield

Dear Friends,

When I was approached today by Tim  & Robert, from the Moree on Gwydir Rotary Club about your very wonderful & generous offer of financial aid, I was asked what would we (The Salvation Army - Moree) do with these funds.

My immediate thought was "yes thank you, we would use it towards providing hampers for those in our community with severe needs this Christmas".

With a budget of only $23,500.00 to provide welfare assistance for this region for 2002/2003 financial year it is hard to explain to people that we have spent over $20,000.00 of it in the first 5 months of this financial year, in many cases to assist people who would not normally ask for help, but have now reached the end of their tether.

Every Christmas the Salvation Army provides hampers of food for those in our communities who otherwise would have gone without and I regret to say many of these will be seeking assistance again this Christmas.  We must rely heavily on donations from caring groups and organisations to enable us to provide for these people for this year.

But this Christmas will also be a tough one for many people who have never had to ask for help before.  Farmers, Farm Labourers, Contractors, Truck drivers, Tractor drivers, Chippers and many others whose financial return depend on the harvest of crops not planted this year of if planted, now withering in the ground, in some cases not even fit to feed the  starving with.

An immediate example is a man in his 40's with a wife and 3 children all at school.  This man has been a farm contractor ploughing the ground, planting crops, harvesting and transporting the crop to the silos for 21 years.  He has owned his own business for the last 12yrs and he has employed others to work with him.

He is a big man and a proud man working with his hands and his years of knowledge, a reliable honest man and one who could very easy pass the 4 way test of Rotary.

Recently I sat in this man's kitchen as he wept over the fact that he could not put food on the table for his family, while outside hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of machinery sat idle, because there are no crops to harvest and transport.  The men that he would normally be employing at this time of the year are also without work.  They too have tales that make you realise the impact of the drought is not only on farmers but upon ordinary workers.

Another example that comes to mind is a young couple with two children both under five.  He has worked locally as a farm hand, working with sheep and cattle.  Over the last few months he has been on the "long paddock" with his employers cattle, but now the stock routes are being closed and his employer has little choice but to sell of the cattle.  The employee will be out of a job by Christmas, his employer can not afford his wages, but by a stroke of good fortune they will be allowed to live in the workers quarters until he can find another job.  It is hard to sit with people and hear their tears and fears.

What would your assistance provide for these people this Christmas?

It would provide a Christmas dinner with the trimmings that many of you would want at your table, but it would also provide the one thing that is very scarce around country NSW these days - it would provide hope.

It would also provide the knowledge, for those who live in rural Australia, who get up every morning to beautiful sunny days and watch dark clouds roll in only to disperse thunder and lightning but no rain, who feed their stock with costly grain and debate wether they should keep them or sell them off for less than what they cost, are not forgotten by those who choose to live in the city.

Even if it were to rain tomorrow and that rain was to be of biblical proportions, men like the contractor, the drover and the farmers would still need our help.  This drought has devastated much or rural Australia and it will continue to do so for some time to come.

Your help in providing The Salvation Army - Moree with these funds will allow us to help those who are struggling to provide for themselves and their families both on the land and in the rural communities which make up much of our area of concern and on their behalf I would say Thank you and may God bless you for you generosity.

Your servant in His service

R.T Downes JP OAM

Envoy

Officer Commanding

****************************************************************************************************************************************

November 15th 2002

Dear Steve,

Many thanks for your offer to help our rural community in times like this, it is much appreciated and will create goodwill and understanding for our common rotary cause.

Ron Downes is a Rotarian member of our sister club in town, and we feel he is the right person to make sure the funds go to those in most need.

Ron's area of responsibility from east to west is 300km, and from north to south is 180km.

We intended to get coverage of your club donation in our local newspaper and we would also suggest live radio coverage by phone, as the local radio station manager is a member of our club.

We asked Ron to detail his needs and where the funds would go.  This we trust will demonstrate to your club the plight of some our Bush Brothers and insure the funds are used wisely.

Yours in Rotary

Robert Mathews

Community Service Director.

Moree on Gwydir Rotary Club

LAST WEEK’S MEETING
JIM CONOMOS  "Juvenile Crime"

Jim Conomos, a criminal barrister, with over 47 years experience in law, painted a very grim picture of the world as he sees it, with his talk on "Juvenile Crime".

He explained that there are many young people in our community who are disadvantaged and as a result, revert to crime. 

He feels that the general community, politicians and particularly the 'shock jocks' do not have any idea of the sheer volume of crime and the enormous time spent processing it. We should all visit local courts and witness proceedings ourselves to gain a greater understanding.

Most young offenders are uneducated, and do not understand the basics of the system. There are very real considerations and the courts genuinely try to foster rehabilitation. There must be fairness and justice to all.

Juvenile crime is a major problem, and Jim feels that it will only get worse, with drugs being the major cause in the increase. Drugs are debasing the youth of our community, with governments facing huge problems trying to eradicate them.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY





Sat. 23 November 		- Ashfield Infants Home Picnic & BarBQ


Wed. 27 November 		- Partners’ Night Denise Thomas -- “Reflections on Education”


Wed. 4 December 		- Past Presidents’ Night – Club Elections – Club Assembly  -- No guest speaker


Sat. 7 December 		- Carols by Candlelight


Wed. 11 December 		- Christmas Party, “Angelo’s on the Bay”, Cabarita. 6.30 for 7.00 pm $70.00 


 per person, includes beer, wine, softdrink


Sat. 21 December 		- Drawing of Xmas Stocking Winners


Wed. 8 January 2003 		- Informal Bowls Night


Wed. 15 January 2003 		- Chinese Meal


Wed. 22 January 2003		- Normal Club Meeting


Wed. 29 January 2003 		- Normal Club Meeting


Thurs. 20 February 2003 		- Golf Day


Fri. 14 March 2003 		- Major Fundraiser, Le Montage


Weekend 21-23 March 2003	- District Conference, Homebush Bay


Sun. 4 May 2003 		- Bike Ride 


Weekend, 1-4 June 2003	 	- Rotary International Conference, Brisbane


Sun. 22 June 2003 		- Fun Run





NEXT WEEK





`PARTNERS NIGHT`





DENISE THOMAS





"Reflections on Education"





Introduced by  Brian Hennell


Thanked by Eve Dutton





Never resting, never still. �Moving silently from hill to hill. �It does not walk, run or trot, �All is cool where it is not. 


�What is it? ��
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ANNIVERSARIES November 25th 


Janice & Roger


        Vince
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Peter Douglas, Treasurer Reports





ATTENDANCE 


Wednesday  13th November





PRESENT - 44


APOLOGIES - 13


LEAVE OF ABSENCE - 3





INCOME - 


Raffle  - $270.00


Sergeant At Arms - $95.00





     


  Jo Boyce


       


  “Generic pharmaceuticals"





   To Be Introduced by John Taylor


   To Be Thanked by Guru Singh











Rod McDougall provided members with a wonderful journey through his career. He explained as a young boy growing up in Strathfield, he always knew what he wanted to be and felt confident about achieving his dream. He was going to be a Pilot.





His application to the Air Force all seemed to be going very well, his academic achievements from Homebush Boys High holding him in good stead. But them came the medical, and to his surprise, he was classed as medically unfit. He felt shattered, but was not going to stop trying. So an application to Qantas was soon underway. Unfortunately their first requirement was a medical examination and the result was the same.





Thus, Rod needed to set his sights in another field, and it just so happened at that time a new and exciting industry was desperately seeking 'Test Pilots' to launch computers to the world.





Rod virtually got in on the ground floor, learnt everything that he could, and flew as high as one could, through all the myriads of technological changes, enjoying every moment along the way. It has proved to be a very rewarding and satisfying career.





He recently decided to ease back a little, and try his luck 'day trading' and now 'position trading' on the Stock Market, using the knowledge he has gained working across all facets of industry. It is going reasonably well, and he is looking forward to reaching some new highs in the future.





Well done Rod, you have been flying all the time.
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