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Steve’s Snippets
As I indicated in the last bulletin, I had four (4) nights out with Rotary last week. Each was different, an interesting changeover at Concord, an enthusiastic first board meeting on Tuesday to plan our coming year, a great meeting on Wednesday night with Peter Harries’ terrific travelogue, and then finally the District meeting of Presidents (with the DG of course) on Friday night, with Keith Stockall also attending with the other Club Service Directors.

Now I know Rotary can be a hassle at times, costly, and demanding of our time, and sometimes we ALL get a bit jaded with the same things happening year after year but truly; and I mean this from the bottom of my heart, when you see the enthusiasm of some Rotarians (from clubs big and small) and the work they are doing in their communities it really gets your morale and enthusiasm to do something positive back. 

The moral get out and visit some other clubs and see what they are achieving, get on a District committee or volunteer for Pres. Elect Keith’s board next year.

On membership issues, I was reminded on Friday evening that our own Australian Rotary Health Research Foundation was started by one man, Bob Scott from the Rotary Club of Mornington in Victoria  He convinced his club to set up a charitable foundation for medical research, eventually his club convinced his District, and eventually that District convinced all the districts in Australia to contribute. The rest is history.

BUT, and this is a biggy, what might have happened (or not happened) if Bob Scott had not been invited to become a Rotarian.   Please fellows think about it !!!!!

Apologies to Angelo, Sal, Euan and our fundraising committee for the wrong date for our “Night for Children” I know Euan and his committee are currently looking at new dates and I’m sure a new date will be announced soon.

I also hope the changed date for our “Yulefest” weekend (August 24-25) will not inconvenience too many members. 

Sow the seeds (of membership) everybody

Steve.

Tonight
Lillian Stockall 

“Innovative Aged Care”

Introduced by Kevin Freund

Thanked by Janelle Watson
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Peter Douglas,Treasurer, 

reports

Attendance for Wednesday 17th
Present 45 Rotarians

Apologies 10    Leave of Absence 3

Non Apologies 3
Income - Raffle $194.00          Sergeant/Arms $95.00

Last Week’s Recorded On-Time Apologies:

Bala, P Foss, R Collins, B Houston, G True, A Taylor, T Ingall, B Carney, C Pitt


Peter Harries – Job Talk
Introduced by Steven Taylor
Peter has been a Rotarian since 1970.  He has three children and is a keen golfer. Peter considers himself ‘nomadic’ as he has had 120 international trips in 9 years. Peter’s classification is “International Marketing” as he is the representative for Keystone Retaining Walls outside of America. After a licence has been bought for the retaining wall business, Peter gives seminars on their use, and is quite an expert with Powerpoint.  So far there are approximately 25 licencees and Peter sees each one once a year.  That’s a lot of traveling Pete!  The highest wall the firm has ever built is 22 metres high, in Costa Rica. It has survived many earthquake threats. Peter calculates he spends about 115 days out of Australia each year.
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Strathfield Library
Paul Brunton is the Curator of Manuscripts at the State Library and will be the Guest Speaker at a special meeting of FOSL (Friends of Strathfield Library) to be held at 2.30 p.m. on Saturday afternoon 27 July 2002 in the Supper Room of the Strathfield Town Hall.

The Friends of Strathfield Library is a local group formed to promote an awareness of the value of Libraries in the community, lends support to the Library and its activities and raises funds for the improvement of specific resources of Strathfield Library.

The Siemens Science Experience

We are again invited to nominate students who will be commencing Year 10 in 2003 to attend the Siemens Science Experience.  In 2001/2 the program was conducted in 33 universities, and attracted nearly 3,000 students, with a majority of girls.  Siemens, a world leader in the electrical, electronic and telecommunications industry sponsor the program.  Applications should be forwarded to the National Director by 9 August, for the September/October programs and 18 October for the December/January programs.

Ebony and Ivory?
A white ecologist was working in Africa. One day the chief of the village came to him and said: “My wife just had a baby and it’s white. Now you’re the only white man within hundreds of miles. Please explain!”

The ecologist gulped and said: “Well, you see it’s like this. Lots of quirky things happen in nature. See those white goats over there, and there’s one black goat, like that things just happen sometimes.


The chief relaxed and said: “OK. I’ll forget about the white baby if you’ll keep quiet about the black goat.”
Dates for your Diary
Tues.6 August

“Man of La Mancha” theatre party - $69.50

24th-25th August

Yulefest weekend, Blue Mtns.

Sun.25 August

“Snowy River Spectacular” theatre party at the Entertainment Centre - $69.90

Tues.17 September

“Cabaret” theatre party

Tues.15 October

“Mama Mia” theatre party

Tickets $73.00

Sat.7 December
“Carols by Candlelight”

Fri.21 February 2003

Golf Day

Sun.4 May 2003
Bike Ride

Sun.22 June 2003
Fun Run

How the Internet Began…?

In ancient Israel, it came to pass that a trader by the name of Abraham Com did take unto himself a young wife by the name of Dot. 

And Dot Com was a comely woman, broad of shoulder and long of leg. Indeed, she had been called Amazon Dot Com. 

She said unto Abraham, her husband, "Why doth thou travelfar from town to town with thy goods when thou can trade without ever leaving thy tent?" 

And Abraham did look at her as though she were several saddle bags short of a camel load, but simply said, "How, Dear?" 

And Dot replied, "I will place drums in all the towns and drums in between to send messages saying what you have for sale and they will reply telling you which hath the best price. And the sale can be made on the drums and delivery made by Uriah's Pony Stable (UPS)." 

Abraham thought long and decided he would let Dot have her way with the drums. 

The drums rang out and were an immediate success. Abraham sold all the goods he had at the top price, without ever moving from his tent.  

But this success did arouse envy. A man named Maccabia did secret himself inside Abraham's drum and was accused of insider trading. 

And the young men did take to Dot Com's trading as doth the greedy horsefly take to camel dung. 

They were called Nomadic Ecclesiastical Rich Dominican Siderites, or NERDS for short. 

And lo, the land was so feverish with joy at the new riches and the deafening sound of drums that no one noticed that the real riches were going to the drum maker, one Brother William of Gates, who bought up every drum company in the land. 

And indeed did insist on making drums that would work only with Brother Gates' drumheads and drumsticks. 

Dot did say, "Oh, Abraham, what we have started is being taken over by others." 

And as Abraham looked out over the Bay of Ezekiel, or as it came to be known "eBay" he said, "We need a name that reflects what we are," and Dot replied, "Young Ambitious Hebrew Owner Operators." "YAHOO", said Abraham. And that is how it all began. 

Fatherhood is pretending that the present you love most is soap-on-a-rope. Bill Cosby 
 I went on a diet - had to go on two diets at the same time 'cause one diet wasn't giving me enough food.  Barry Marter 
I love being married... I was single for a long time and I just got so sick of finishing my own sentences.
Riddles
The maker doesn't want it; the buyer doesn't use it; and the user doesn't see it. What is it?

Next Week’s Guest Speaker
Tim Brady – “RetireInvest”

Financial Planning for Retirement

Happy B’day Brian Johnson (25th) Onya Brian.





Last Week’s


Speaker
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