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THE Centenary Year OF Rotary
decemBer is Family of Rotary Month
President’s Report

Greetings Fellows,

Thank you to everyone who attended our AGM the previous week and our Children’s Christmas Party last week (with Santa Claus being one of our special guests).

Congratulations to Rod McDougall who was elected as President for the 2006/2007 year. This may seem a long way off Rod, but I assure you that the time leading up to your year will pass quickly.

I find it hard to believe that we are almost half way through my year as President. It proves the point that the busier you are the more quickly time seems to disappear. I have enjoyed this six months, I have learnt a lot and am looking forward to the next six months when we will really be celebrating Rotary.

My congratulations also to the Board elected for the Presidential year of George Hallworth. I wish you all well and hope that you have a successful year. George’s Board will include Bradley Ayres, Kevin Beltrame, Joe Campisi, Kevin Freund, Paul Giammarco and Rod McDougall. The next secretary will be Angelo Franco and the new Treasurer will be Bob Templeman. The new Sergeant will be Allan Petersen.
The Carols by Candlelight last Saturday went well and thank you to all the Rotarians who operated the BBQ, sold drinks, sold glow sticks and helped out on the night. Special Thanks to Joe Campisi for coordinating with Strathfield Council.
[image: image3.wmf]Fellows and Partners welcome to our Club Christmas Party which is our last meeting for this year. I hope that everyone has a relaxed and fun evening and enjoys the festivities. Christine Roever, wife of DG Lloyd Roever will also be visiting us to talk to us about the “Family of Rotary” and some special plans for next year.

That’s all for now, Let’s celebrate Rotary, and 
HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

See you all next year.

President Keith.
To-Night’s Meeting
*****************************
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Club Christmas Party

With ALAKAZAM THE MAGICIAN AT 7:00pm AND A SPECIAL VISIT BY SANTA

(Last Meeting for 2004

NO FORMAL MEETING TILL 19/01/2005)
Congratulations

****************************
Birthdays
16/12/2004
Jennifer Hennell

19/12/2004
Anne Wilson

23/12/2004
Jean Thugar

25/12/2004
Alan Taylor

30/12/2004
Catherine Hallworth

31/12/2004
Niall King

 6/01/2004
Anne Smidt

18/01/2004
Carol King

Anniversaries
16/12/2004
Steve & Denise Taylor

21/12/2004
Brian & Jenny Hennell

24/12/2004
Guru & Pam Singh

 7/01/2004
Peter &Maria Cipolla

 4/01/2004
Stephanie & Terry Rohan

12/01/2004
Peter & Margery Foss

14/01/2004
Grahame & Penny True

Last Week’s Party
****************************
Santa Claus came along to hand out presents to all the children who attended. The Magician kept the children enthralled for nearly two hours. The Magician also managed to make a part of Mira Carney’s apparel suddenly appear.
A happy start to Christmas for all that attended.
Visitors

Umesh and Anuradha Kamkolkar from the Rotary Club of Rylestone/Kandos.
Santa Claus
Alakazam the Magician
Coming Events

****************************
29 December2004
Recess
5 January2005
Restaurant Evening
Botoli Restaurant, 66A Burwood Road Burwood. $25 pp 6:30pm for 7:00pm start

12 January2005
South Strathfield Bowling Club.

Augusta Street, South Strathfield

 BBQ & Bowls Evening
"Rotary Charity Golf Day"

Thursday 17 February 2005

Contact Niall King or Ray Wilson

Rotary Centennial Celebrations

Wednesday 23 February 2005
Neil Diamond Concert
Friday March 11th, 2005. Tickets allocated.
District 9690 Conference 

18th – 20th March 2005 at the National Convention Centre Canberra. Contact Conference Chairman Ted Ingall.

Next Rotary Meeting

****************************
Wednesday 19 January 2005

R.Y.L.A. Attendees

Future Club Meetings
****************************
29 December2004
Recess
5 January2005

Restaurant Evening
12 January2005
Bowls Evening South Strathfield Bowling Club
19 January 2005
R.Y.L.A. Attendees
26 January 2005
Australia Day

 No meeting
2 February2005
Michelle Nash:        Success Masters
9 February2005
Robert McDonald          Car Design and Insurance Costs
16 February2005
Malcolm Little OAM: St. Johns Ambulance
23 February2005
Rotary Centennial Celebration Evening
Announcements
From President Keith Byrn: -

· Informal meeting at Bortoli Restaurant on the 5/01/2005.
· Informal meeting at the South Strathfield Bowling Club on the 12/01/2005

· Next Rotary Meeting at the Strathfield Golf Club on the 19/01/2005.

From Treasurer Allan Petersen: -

· Semi-Annual Club Fees are now due
· The fee will be $115
· Payment can now be made by Credit Card.
Humour from Our Members

*******************************
A Final Irish Joke for the Year

From Steve Taylor
Excerpted from an article which appeared in the Dublin Times about a bank robbery on March 2.

Once inside the bank, shortly after midnight their efforts at disabling the security system got underway immediately.

The robbers, who expected to find one or two large safes filled with cash and valuables, were surprised to see hundreds of smaller safes scattered throughout the bank.

The robbers cracked the first safe's combination, and inside they found only a bowl of vanilla pudding. 

As recorded on the bank's audio tape system, one robber said, "At least we'll have a bit to eat."

The others opened up a second safe, and it also contained nothing but vanilla pudding. The process continued until all the safes were opened. They found not one pound sterling, not a diamond, or ounce of gold. Instead, all the safes contained covered bowls of pudding.

Disappointed, the robbers made a quiet exit, each leaving with nothing more than a queasy, comfortably full stomach.

The newspaper headline read.......................

IRELAND'S LARGEST SPERM BANK ROBBED EARLY THIS MORNING!!
A Xmas Tradition

From Sunday Herald
Not long ago, up at the North Pole, Santa was getting ready for his annua1 trip ...but there were problems everywhere.

Four of his elves got sick and the trainee elves quickly fell behind in the production schedule, which got worse when they complained to the elves union that they were being overworked. Then Mrs. Claus mentioned to Santa that her mother was coming to visit, and would likely he staying for some time which happened just as Santa went to harness the reindeer and found that three of them were about to give birth; and two had jumped the fence.  More SI'RESS!

Then when he began to load the sleigh, the toy bag fell to the ground and scattered the toys. Totally frustrated, Santa went into the house for a shot of whiskey, only to find the trainee elves had hit the liquor and it was all gone. In his fury he dropped his empty whiskey glass, which shattered all over the kitchen floor, right before the vet called to say the reason Rudolph had a red nose was because he was a secret alcoholic.

Just then the door bell rang. Santa threw it open to find a little angel there with a great big Christmas tree. In a singularly grating voice, she asked: “Where would you like me to put this tree, FAT BOY?” 

And that boys and girls, is how the tradition of the little angel atop the Christmas tree began.

Christmas Humour from Rod McDougall
[image: image6.jpg]GRAND AVENUE BY STEVE BREEN
C'MON, KID...CLIMB UP HERE AND TELL.

THE NCE MAN IN BANGALORE, INDIA,
WHAT YOU'D LIKE FOR CHRISTMAS .

1 DON'T BELEVE [T...
"VE OUTSOURCED

B

Val

S




Dedicated to All Women at Christmas
****************************
From Allan Petersen
We Cook and we polish, we rub and we scrub,

We bustle and sigh all day.

But when we’re most weary and ready to drop

And feel that this Christmas activity must stop,

Let our thoughts drift to the long, long ago

And think of a woman with a journey to go,

A woman weary, her time drawing nigh

With none of the luxuries our money can buy.

No car to convey her – a donkey astride

A patient man plodding along by her side.

Her shelter? “Well anything – Yes a stable will do!”

It would never do for me or for you.

But, that stable held glory second to none

When Mary held Jesus, her new born son.

The angels, the shepherds, the wise men drew near

But she didn’t worry, or fuss or fear.

She didn’t gasp, “Oh, the work isn’t done!”

She only thought of her new born Son.

And she shared him with us, the best gift of all.

While we fuss about things like a spot on the wall.

Mary would say, with a sad little smile
“Couldn’t you pause, and rejoice for a while?”
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One Solitary Life

****************************
From Allan Petersen
There is a young man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in another village. He worked in a carpenter shop until he was 30, and then for three years he was an itinerant preacher. He never wrote a book. He never held office. He never owned a home. He never had a family. He never went to college. He never put his foot inside a big city. He never traveled 200 miles from the place where he was born. He never did one of the things that usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials but himself. 
While he was still a young man, the tide of public opinion turned against him. His friends ran away. He was turned over to his enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed to a cross between two thieves. While he was dying, his executioners gambled for the only piece of property he had on earth, and that was his coat. When he was dead, he was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend.
Nineteen wide centuries have come and gone, and today he is the central figure of the human race and the leader of the column of progress.

You would be far within the mark when you say that all the armies that ever marched, and all the navies that were ever built, and all the parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life of man upon this earth as has that One Solitary Life.
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