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THE Centenary Year OF Rotary
January is Rotary Awareness Month
President’s Report
Greetings Fellows and a Happy New Year to you all,

Yes it is hard to believe that Christmas has gone and the New Year is well under way.

We are all well aware of the tragedy and subsequent circumstances following the tsunami on Boxing Day in Asia. District Governor Lloyd Roever and I have been in contact over the break and have discussed what Rotary and in particular District 9690 can do to assist.
Some Clubs in the District have already collected thousands of dollars and are sending aid to the affected areas via their local Rotary Clubs.
Our view is that the affected areas have had an initial flood of donations of money, medicines and medical aid and to simply send money at this time may be a generous thing to do but there will soon be a need to help with the rebuilding of dwellings and facilities that may take years to achieve. Perhaps we can make contact with a Club in an area of need and as funds are collected we can “send on” our collected support directly to that Rotary Club for distribution to help rebuild etc. The use of these funds can then be monitored by our own Clubs to be sure that every dollar donated goes towards the best possible project of the restoration of homes and families. We can discuss this as a Club at upcoming meetings to allow for all useful suggestions to be considered and implemented.
Meanwhile in consultation with Ray McCluskie we have discussed making our Centenary Celebration a charitable event, (without detracting from the celebrations), as there will be several Clubs in attendance.
Let’s see what we can do to help these people so badly affected by the worst natural disaster that we have ever seen.
I am sure that we can pull together to make a substantial contribution.

In the meantime we will resume our normal meetings this week and prepare for the year ahead and to celebrate the Centenary of Rotary.

 “LET’S CELEBRATE ROTARY” together doing what we do best,

More next week,

President Keith.
To-Night’s Meeting
*****************************
R.Y.L.A. (Rotary Youth Leadership Award)

Our four nominees for the recently completed R.Y.L.A. conference will attend this week’s meeting. 

Katie Barlow, Brandon Clark, Paul Harries and Monique Menzies will report on their R.Y.L.A. experience.
Congratulations

****************************
Birthdays
20/01/2004
Connie Lanzafame

29/01/2004
Lillian Stockall

31/01/2004
Adrienne Taylor

Anniversaries
20/01/2004
Jo & John Taylor

28/01/2004
Leedy & Euan Watson

30/01/2004
Anne & Peter Manenti
30/01/2004
Patricia & Paul Giammarco

 Our Christmas Party
****************************
Santa Claus came along to hand out presents to all the members, partners and visitors who attended. Alakazam entertained us and gave a happy start to Christmas and the festive season for all.
Visitors

DG Lloyd and Chris Roever

Umesh and Anuradha Kamkolkar from the Rotary Club of Rylestone/Kandos.
Brian and Cheryl Driver from the Rotary Club of Wagga Wagga.
Santa Claus
Alakazam the Magician

Christmas Events
****************************
Botoli’s Restaurant 

Our informal meeting on the 5th January at Botoli’s Restaurant was attended by 33 members, partners and guests. A pleasant informal meal was enjoyed by all.

South Strathfield Bowling Club 
Our informal meeting on the 12th January at South Strathfield Bowling Club was attended by 22 members and guests. A BBQ meal was organised by Shirley Del Prado, who ensured all were properly fed.

Coming Events

****************************
26th January 2005
‘Australia Day’; No Meeting

"Rotary Charity Golf Day"

Thursday 17 February 2005

Contact Niall King or Ray Wilson

Rotary Centennial Celebrations

Wednesday 23 February 2005
Neil Diamond Concert
Friday March 11th, 2005. Tickets allocated.
District 9690 Conference 

18th – 20th March 2005 at the National Convention Centre Canberra. Contact Conference Chairman Ted Ingall.
Next Rotary Meeting

****************************
Wednesday 2nd February 2005
Michelle Nash:
Success Masters
NOTE  !!

No Meeting on the 

26th January 2005 

 ‘Australia Day’
Future Club Meetings
****************************
9 February2005
Robert McDonald          Car Design and Insurance Costs
16 February2005
Malcolm Little OAM: St. Johns Ambulance
23 February2005
Rotary Centennial Celebration Evening

Announcements

****************************
From President Keith Byrn: -

· No Rotary Meeting next week the 26/01/2005; Australia Day.

From Director Bradley Ayres : -
Inbound GSE TEAM. –
Do you have a Spare bed?

In the February/March period, our district will be visited by a GSE Group from the USA. After they attend the conference in Canberra, we need to billet them with Strathfield Members on Sunday 20 March and Monday 21 March. If you think you have a spare bed for these two nights, please contact Bradley Ayres.
From Treasurer Allan Peteresen : -
SEMI ANNUAL DUES
JAN-JUN 2005 ARE NOW PAYABLE
$115.00
CASH        CHEQUE        CREDIT CARD
HAVE YOU PAID FOR YOUR 2004 CHRISTMAS CAKES &/or PUDDINGS?
Shirley’s BBQ Goss
Heres the goss A very disappointing roll up for Bowls night at Bowling Club, but even more disappointing nobody from the Bowling Club wanted to help us and we were left to our own devices, I would not recommend we do it again next year.

Thanks goes to Angelo [with the sexy legs] who was the Chef, George Helou who supplied the meat and snags. We had a good time anyway.

We have a BBQ on the 30th January between 1pm and 5pm for the re-opening of the Bendigo Bank at Homebush, this request has been made  by Marlene Doran, commitment sheet on the way.

Humour from Our Members

*******************************
Inner Peace

From Steve Taylor
I am passing this on to you because it has definitely worked for me ... and as we go through the holidays, we all could use a little calm. By following the simple advice I read in an article, I have finally found inner peace. The article read: "The way to achieve inner peace is to finish all the things you've started".
So I looked around the house to see all the things I started and hadn't finished ... and before leaving the house this morning I finished off a bottle of red wine, a bottle of white wine, the Bailey's, Kahlua and Jack Daniels, the Prozac, some Valium, some cheesecake and a box of chocolates. 
You have no idea how good I feel ………...
Medical Breakthroughs

From Steve Taylor
Pfizer Corp. is making an announcement today that Viagra will soon be available in liquid form and will be marketed by Pepsi Cola as a power beverage suitable for use as a mixer. Pepsi's proposed ad campaign claims it will now be possible for a man to literally pour himself a stiff one. 
Obviously we can no longer call this a soft drink. This additive gives new meaning to the names of cocktails, highballs and just a good old-fashioned stiff drink. Pepsi will market the new concoction by the name of Mount & Do. 
The long term implications of drugs and medical procedures must be fully considered: Over the past few years, more money has been spent on breast implants and Viagra than was spent on Alzheimer's research.
 It is believed that by the year 2030, there will be a large number of people wandering around with huge breasts and erections who can't remember what to do with them.

Mowing

From Steve Taylor

One Saturday afternoon, I was sitting on my lawn chair, drinking beer and watching my wife mow the lawn.
Amanda from next door was so upset at this that she came over and shouted "Hoy! You lazy lout! Sitting there drinking beer while your poor wife pushes that ancient lawn mower around! Get up off your butt, and give her a break!" 

Gawd! Women! I took a slug from my bottle of Coopers, wiped the cold foam from my lips, lifted my darkened Ray Ban's, stared directly at this nosey neighbour, and told her in no uncertain terms to mind her own bloody 
business. My wife has a green thumb, and she really enjoys gardening.
After a few days I felt really bad so I went out and bought her a ride-on mower to show my sensitive side. I am so proud of the deal I got. I am also proud that my wife can now sit down while mowing the lawn.
 I have attached a picture over the page.
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