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THE Centenary Year OF Rotary
President’s Report
****************************
Greetings Fellows,

This week I will be absent from our Rotary meeting as Sue & I will be away at Batemans Bay preparing for our daughter’s wedding on Saturday. However you are in good hands as president elect, George Hallworth will be presiding over the meeting for the night. Thank you George.

Last weeks Centenary of Rotary celebrations made me very proud as President. It was great to see the night so well attended, not only by our own members but also by members of our neighbouring clubs. Thank you to the Rotary Clubs of Burwood, Concord, Padstow & Chester Hill for joining with us on the night.
Reports filtering back to me indicate that everyone had a good night. A special presentation to Harry and Lillian Pickett by the Rotary Club of Burwood was particularly touching and wonderful to witness.
The MC for the evening, PP Brian Hennell did an exceptional job. The program only ran 20 mins. overtime, perfectly reasonable for such a special night.

Thank you to everyone who helped on the evening especially Kevin Freund and Connie Galletta. 

At the time of writing this report Sue and I have just returned from the Family of Rotary picnic at Bicentennial Park. As much as we publicised the event we were the only two attendees from Strathfield, a little disappointing. There was however another “temporary” attendee. An unnamed bicycle rider stopped to see what event Rotary was holding today, and when told, he stated that he was from Strathfield Club and knew nothing about it. I do know who the bicycle rider is and I expect a large fine to be paid to assist his memory.

Well fellows that’s it for now, I will be back to Rotary business next week after the wedding.

So until then,

LET’S KEEP CELEBRATING ROTARY,

President Keith.
This Week’s Guest Speaker

****************************
Anthony Rodriquez

“BMW Cars in Australia”

Congratulations

****************************
Birthdays

8/03/2004
Kate Teale

Anniversaries

2/03/2004
Bert & Carol Houston

3/03/2004
Warren & Sue Abbott

Last Week’s Meeting:-
“The Rotary Centenary Birthday Party”
******************************* Prepared by PP Stephen Taylor

How often can one celebrate their 100th birthday with their friends?
Certainly with a gathering of around 200 people at Strathfield last Wednesday there were many “friends” around to celebrate Rotary’s 100th birthday. Congratulations to Brian Hennell for doing a great job as Master of Ceremonies and “trying” to keep the night moving and especially to Kevin Freund and Connie Galletta for doing the majority of the work and making the night “happen.”

The celebration was attended by members and their partners from Strathfield, Burwood, Concord and Padstow Rotary Clubs. Memorable moments were the speech of Mr. Wardana, the quietly spoken but impressive Indonesian Consul General, the awarding of three sapphires (for a total of five) to Past District Governor (PDG) Harry Pickett’s Paul Harris Fellowship (PHF) and five sapphires to Lilian (with one L) Pickett’s PHF by District Governor Lloyd Roever in recognition of their contribution to District 9690 and Burwood Rotary Club, and of course the cutting of the Centenary Birthday Cake by Harry and Lilian.

The proceeds of the raffle capably handled by Paul Giammarco and George Helou (of around $2,800, including a mystery donation of $1,000) were dedicated for the new Tsunami appeal to be overseen by Rotary Australia World Community Service (RAWCS) which will carefully direct funds as needed in Indonesia.

Speeches were given by PDG Barry Thompson, PDG Barry McConville, PDG David Croft and PDG Paul Sarks all related to the birthday and Paul Harris, and were well received.

Finally reports were given about clubs centennial projects from Strathfield, Concord, Padstow and Burwood Rotary Clubs. Suffice to say we all now know a great deal about the procurement, erection, maintenance and dedication of Burwood’s shade cloth cover over the Burwood Park playground, and the progress of Padstow’s walking track, Concord’s commemorative rose garden, and our own updated Rotary Grove and club history.

An enjoyable evening, perhaps a tad too Strathfield centric, and perhaps too many speeches and not enough party but I guess that’s what happens when you get to 100.

Let us all be part of the start of Rotary’s second century in a meaningful way.

District 9690 Annual Resolutions Session Friday 4 March 2005

*******************************
The Rotary Club of Strathfield is entitled to nominate two Club members as Club Electors to vote at the Resolutions Session of the District Conference.
Proposed Resolutions

1/04.05 That the term “District Conference” be replaced with the words “Annual Resolutions Session”

2/04.05 That the audited financial statements and balance sheets as presented for the Rotary year 2003/2004 be adopted.

3/04.05 That this District adopts the title of District Finance and Administrative Committee” (DFAC) to replace the current title of “District Administrative Committee”
4/04.05 DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE FUND (Reg.1.4.2). That it be resolved “that the preparation of an estimate of  District income and expenditure for the coming year be presented to the incoming presidents at the Presidents Elect  Training Seminar, at least one month before the District Assembly”, thus replacing the time noted in Reg.1.4.2
5/04.05 DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE FUND (Reg 1.4.3). That it be resolved that the District Finance and Administrative Committee (DFAC) comprise :-


  Immediate Past District Governor


  District Governor

  District Governor Elect


  District Governor Nominee

 
  District Treasurer


  DGE’s Treasurer


  DGN’s Treasurer


  District Secretary/Administrative Officer


  Three Club Representatives

6/04.05 DISTRICT ASSETS  (Reg. 2.1 & 2.3) That it be resolved that “the title of the District Secretary be amended to become District Secretary/Administrative Officer”
7/04.05 RISK MANAGEMENT ( Reg. 8.3) That it be resolved that the Sexual Harassment Policy and Procedures be adopted as a management document for the guidance of all District 9690 clubs.

8/04.05 RISK MANAGEMENT (Reg. 8) That it be resolved that this regulation be expanded to include the specific Policies relating to Sexual Harassment, Child Protection and Risk Management.

9/04.05 RISK MANAGEMENT (Reg.8 & 8.1.1.) That it be resolved that reference to the relevant NSW legislation be deleted and replaced with the words “all appropriate legislation”

Coming Events

****************************
Neil Diamond Concert
Friday March 11th, 2005. Tickets allocated.
District 9690 Conference 

18th – 20th March 2005 at the National Convention Centre Canberra. Contact Conference Chairman Ted Ingall.

Bike the Park
(Sydney Olympic Park Bike Ride)
Sunday 1st May 2005. Contact Rod McDougall / Steve Taylor for details.


Next Rotary Meeting

****************************
9th March 2005
Michelle Nash

“Success Masters”

Future Club Meetings
****************************
16th March 2005
Malcolm Little OAM

St. Johns Ambulance

23rd March 2005
Professor David Bennett

Transfer Meeting to Westmead Children’s, Hospital
30th March 2005
Helen Griffiths

CEO Cystic Fibrosis NSW

Humour from Our Members
*******************************
Last Rites

From Joe Campisi
An elderly Irishman lay dying in his bed. While suffering the agonies of impending death, he suddenly smelled the aroma of his favourite cheese scones wafting up the stairs. He gathered his remaining strength, and lifted himself from the bed.

Leaning against the wall, he slowly made his way out of the bedroom, and with even greater effort, gripping the railing with both hands, he crawled downstairs. With laboured breath, he leaned against the door frame, gazing into the kitchen.

Were it not for death's agony, he would have thought himself already in heaven, for here, spread out upon waxed paper on the kitchen table were dozens of his favourite cheese scones.

Was it heaven? Or was it one final act of heroic love from his devoted Irish wife of sixty years, seeing to it that he left this world a happy man?

Mustering one great final effort, he threw himself towards the table, landing on his knees in a rumpled posture. His parched lips parted, he could almost taste the cheese scone before it was in his mouth, seemingly bringing him back to life.

The aged and withered hand trembled on its way to the nearest scone at the edge of the table, when his hand was suddenly smacked with a spatula by his wife. . . . .

"Get off !! " she said, "they're for the funeral !!" 
Nursing Care
From Joe Campisi
A male patient is lying in bed in the hospital with an oxygen mask over his mouth and nose and still heavily sedated from a four hour operation.
A young nurse appears to sponge his hands and feet.
"Nurse", he mumbles from behind the mask, "Are my testicles black?"
Embarrassed, the young nurse replies, "I don't know, I'm only here to wash your hands and feet."
He struggles again to ask, "Nurse, Are my testicles Black?"
Finally, she pulls back the covers, raises his gown, holds his penis in one hand and his testicles in her other hand and takes a close look and says,
"There's nothing wrong with them!"
The man pulls off his oxygen mask and says very slowly, "That was very nice but listen very, very closely - are... my... test...results...back?

Subject:   Women....

From Joe Campisi
A man walking along a California beach was deep in prayer.

Suddenly the sky clouded above his head and, in a booming voice, the Lord said, "Because you have TRIED to be faithful to me in all ways, I will grant you one wish."

The man said, "Build a bridge to Hawaii so I can drive over anytime I want."

The Lord said, "Your request is very materialistic. Think of the enormous challenges for that kind of undertaking. The supports required to reach the bottom of the Pacific! The concrete and steel it would take! It will nearly exhaust several natural resources. I can do it, but it is hard for me to justify your desire for worldly things. Take a little more time and think of something that would honor and glorify me."

The man thought about it for a long time. Finally he said, "Lord, I wish that I could understand my wife. I want to know how she feels inside, what she's thinking when she gives me the silent treatment, why she cries, what she means when she says 'nothing's wrong,' and how I can make a woman truly happy."

The Lord replied, "You want two lanes or four on that bridge?"
Primary School Lessons

From Ray McCluskie
A second grader came home from school and said to her mother, "Mum, guess what?  We learned how to make babies today."
The mother, more than a little surprised, tried to keep her cool. "That's interesting," she said, "how do you make babies?"
"It's simple," replied the girl, "you just change 'y' to 'i' and add 'es'" 

Word Games

From Joe Campisi
DORMITORY:
When you rearrange the letters: (With no letters left over and using each letter only once):
DIRTY ROOM 
PRESBYTERIAN: 
When you rearrange the letters:
BEST IN PRAYER 
DESPERATION: 
When you rearrange the letters: 
A ROPE ENDS IT 
GEORGE BUSH: 
When you rearrange the letters: 
HE BUGS GORE 
THE MORSE CODE: 
When you rearrange the letters: 
HERE COME DOTS 
SLOT MACHINES: 
When you rearrange the letters: 
CASH LOST IN ME 
ANIMOSITY: 
When you rearrange the letters: 
IS NO AMITY 
MOTHER-IN-LAW: 
When you rearrange the letters: 
WOMAN HITLER 
SNOOZE ALARMS: 
When you rearrange the letters: 
ALAS! NO MORE Z 'S 
A DECIMAL POINT: 
When you rearrange the letters: 
IM A DOT IN PLACE 
THE EARTHQUAKES: 
When you rearrange the letters: 
THAT QUEER SHAKE 
ELEVEN PLUS TWO: 
When you rearrange the letters: 
TWELVE PLUS ONE
How to Break Bad News
From Joe Campisi
At dawn the telephone rings? "Hello, Master Carlos? This is Arnaldo your country house caretaker"
"Ah yes, Mr. Arnaldo. What can I do for you?  Is there a problem?"
"Um, I am just calling to advise you, sir, that your parrot died"
"My parrot? Dead?  The one that won the competition?"
"That's the one."? "Darn! That's such a pity! I spent a small fortune on that bird? Oh well...what did he die from?"
"From eating rotten meat."
"Rotten meat? Who was so mean as to give him meat?"
"Nobody. He ate the meat of one of the dead horses."
"Dead horse? What dead horse Mr. Arnaldo?"
"Why those pure breed ones that you had, sir. They died from all that work pulling the water cart."
"Are you insane? What water cart?" 

"The one we used to put out the fire."
"Good Lord! What fire are you talking about, man?"
"The one at your house! A candle fell and then the curtain caught on fire."
"What the.....!!!But there's electricity at the house!!!! What was the candle for???"
"For the funeral."
"WHAT BLOODY FUNERAL???!!!!!"
"Your mother's! She showed up one night out of the blue and I thought she was a thief, so I shot her."
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