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December is Family Month

President George’s Chit Chat
********************************
Congratulations to Brian Johnson on being elected as the Rotary Club of Strathfield President for the year 2007/8. That sounds a long way off Brian but I know from experience just how quickly the time goes. Congratulations also to next years board who were elected last Wednesday evening. The meeting at a somewhat different venue proved to be a very good one influenced no doubt by Chairman PP Peter Manenti, Sergeant PP Bert Houston and Speaker PP Peter Foss as well as “Bingo Caller” Alan Peterson. All done with good grace and a great deal of good humour.

Kevin Beltrame and I attended the Presidents meeting at the Millennium Foundation Westmead Hospital last Friday. We had an excellent dinner and heard an enlightening talk on diabetes.  Did you know that type 2 diabetes is skyrocketing in Australia? The Foundation are doing a great job in research in this area and certainly deserving of support. District Governor, Bill Little would like all Clubs to form a “Family of Rotary Committee”. Taking family in the wider context. Do we have a keen Chairperson in our ranks?

Carols in the Park continues to evolve and grow.  From the Rotary Club of Strathfield’s perspective this year’s set up was very good indeed. Chairman Bert Houston did a really great job bringing it all together and making it happen. The team didn’t do too badly either an excellent effort all round. I really believe Rotary scored quite a few brownie points on the night. Council put on a polished professional Christmas Carols evening in front of a record crowd. It was a traditional Carols night and I am sure Council will be well pleased with the outstanding result of a first class Carols by 

Till next week, 
Enjoy Rotary,
President George.
To-Night’s Meeting 
*****************************
Children’s Xmas Party
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With Alacazam 

&
Santa
Congratulations
*****************************
Birthdays

15/12/2005
John Leftwich

19/12/2005
Anne Wilson

Anniversaries
16/12/2005
Steve & Denise Taylor

*****************************
A Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year to ALL

*****************************

Last Week’s Meeting
*****************************
Last week was the Club’s AGM &Club Elections transferred To Ozzie’s Rest @ the Spanish Inn, on the corner of Homebush Rd & Hume Hwy. Past President Peter Manenti presided over the AGM and Election proceedings.

Secretary Roger Vince read out the minutes of the AGM in 2004 and moved they be accepted. Allan Petersen presented the financial statement on behalf of Bob Templeman which was also accepted by the meeting. 
Nominations for the Board of Directors for 2006-2007 were:-

Bradley Ayres, Kevin Freund, Connie Galletta, Paul Giammarco, Brian Johnson & Anuradha Kamkolkar. 
This being the six members required, all were elected to the Board.
Nominations for President-Elect for 2006-2007 were received from Brian Johnson and Paul Giammarco. 
The ballot of those present by Scrutineers PP Joe Saad & PP Terry Rohan elected Brian Johnson as President-Elect for 2006-2007 and President for 2007-2008
Congratulations Brian.

Announcements

****************************
From President George:-

· Presentation of a ‘Certificate of Appreciation’ to Ozzie’s Restaurant for its donation of $200 from their Melbourne Cup Raffle
· Flowers sent to Colin Dodd’s widow on behalf of the Club

· Ted Ingall has broken his ankle.
From President-Elect Rod McDougall:-

· Happy to have two female members of his board.

From Director Paul Giammarco:-

· The Pride of Workmanship Awards Night raised $4,875 with an expenditure of $3,270.
From Bert Houston:-

· Helpers at the Carols next Saturday Evening are required at 6:00pm.
From Euan Watson:-

· RYLA will be holding a dinner for Rotarians at Blue Gum Lodge on Thursday 12th January. The buffet dinner will 
· commence at 7:00pm and is $25pp.
From Raymond McCluskie:-

· Fred Haddon is now walking around but still needs a bit of help from his walking stick; his hip operation was a success. Fred is feeling a lot better and has returned to his Friday Computing Class

From Bert Houston:-

· Acting Sergeant at Arms

From Peter Foss:-

· Gave a précis of the origins of the Strathfield Rotary Club and a brief résumé of some of the characters that were members of the Club.


Raffle

The raffle raised $250.00
Allan Petersen arranged a “Whole-of-Club” Raffle with all attendees buying a lucky number for $5 and all having a ‘Lucky Dip’ in the bag of goodies when their number was called.
Statistics 
· Present:- 

36 Members 

· Apologies:- 
 4 Members
· Non-Apologies:-
 9 Members
· LOA:-

 4 Members
· The Sergeant raised $121.50.

Coming Events

*****************************
Club Christmas Party 2005

21st Dec. 2005 at the Golf Club. Partners Night.
Botoli’s Restaurant Banquet

Weds 11h January 2006, 7:00pm. 

66A Burwood Road, Burwood. (opposite Burwood Park). 

RYLA Buffet Dinner
Thurs 12th Jan 2006 at Blue Gum Lodge. 

Partners Welcome. 6:30 for 7:00pm. $25 pp

BBQ and Bowls Evening 

Weds 18th January 2006, at South Strathfield Bowling Club, Augusta St.
GSE Team Farewell
Monday 13th February 2006 at the Springwood Bowling Club. 6:30 for 7:00pm. $25pp. 

Charity Golf Day
16th February 2006 at Strathfield Golf Club. Organised by Niall King
District 9690 Conference
April 7th, 8th & 9th 2006. Panthers Convention Centre, Port Macquarie. Ted Ingall Conf Coord

Rotary Awareness Race Day

Saturday 6th May, 2006. Rosehill Gardens. $25 dep.  $120, $100, $70 & $25 pp packages.         Ray Reed/ Joy Gillett Phn: 9633 4888
2006 Rotary International Convention.
11th -14th June 2006. 97th Rotary International Annual Convention. MalmC6, Sweden and Copenhagen, Denmark. http://www.rotary.org/newsroom/downloadcenter/events/index.html

Next Rotary Meeting

*************************
21st December
Club Xmas Party (Partners Night)
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Future Club Meetings
*************************
28th December

NO MEETING
 4th January 2006
NO MEETING
11h January 2006
Botoli’s Restaurant Banquet


66A Burwood Road, Burwood. (opposite Burwood Park)

18th January 2006
BBQ and Bowls Evening at South Strathfield Bowling Club
25h January 2006
Normal Meeting at the Strathfield Golf Club

Humour from Our Members
********************************
The True Meaning of Christmas?
From Steve Taylor
MEMO FROM: Pat Lewis, Human Resources Director
TO:  Everyone

RE:  Christmas Party

DATE:  December 1

I'm happy to inform you that the company Christmas Party will take place on December 23, starting at noon in the banquet room at Luigi's Open Pit Barbecue. No-host bar, but plenty of eggnog! We'll have a small band playing traditional carols...feel free to sing along.   And don't be surprised if our CEO shows up dressed as Santa Claus!
MEMO FROM: Pat Lewis, Human Resources Director
DATE:  December 2

RE:  Christmas Party

In no way was yesterday's memo intended to exclude our Jewish employees. We recognise that Chanukah is an important holiday which often coincides with Christmas, though unfortunately not this year. However, from now on we're calling it our "Holiday Party. The same policy applies to employees who are celebrating Kwanzaa at this time. Happy now?
MEMO FROM: Pat Lewis, Human Resources Director
DATE:  December 3

RE:  Holiday Party

Regarding the note I received from a member of Alcoholics Anonymous requesting a non-drinking table: you didn't sign your name. I'm happy to accommodate this request, but if I put a sign on a table that reads, "AA Only," you wouldn't be anonymous anymore.  How am I supposed to handle this?    Somebody?  Anybody?

MEMO FROM: Pat Lewis, Human Resources Director
DATE:  December 7

RE:  Holiday Party

What a diverse company we are!  I had no idea that December 20 begins the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, which forbids eating, drinking and sex during daylight hours. There goes the party! Seriously, we can appreciate how a luncheon this time of year does not accommodate our Muslim employees' beliefs. Perhaps Luigi's can hold off on serving your meal until the end of the party - the days are so short this time of ear or else package everything for take-home in little foil swans.  Will that work. Meanwhile, I've arranged for members of Overeaters Anonymous to sit farthest from the dessert buffet and pregnant women will get the table closest to the restrooms. Did I miss anything?

MEMO FROM: Pat Lewis, Human Resources Director
DATE:  December 8

RE:  Holiday Party

So December 22 marks the Winter Solstice...what do you expect me to do, a tap-dance on your heads? Fire regulations at Luigi's prohibit the burning of sage by our earth-based Goddess-worshipping" employees, but we'll try to accommodate your shamanic drumming circle during the band's breaks.   Okay???

MEMO FROM: Pat Lewis, Human Resources Director
Date:  December 9

RE:  Holiday Party

People, people, nothing sinister was intended by having our CEO dress up like Santa Claus!  Even if the anagram of "Santa" does happen to be "Satan," there is no evil connotation to our own "little man in a red suit. It's a tradition, folks, like sugar shock at Halloween or family feuds over the Thanksgiving turkey or broken hearts on Valentine's Day.  Could we lighten up?

MEMO FROM: Pat Lewis, Human Resources Director
DATE:  December 10

RE:  Holiday Party Vegetarians!?!?!?

I've had it with you people!!!  We're going to keep this party at Luigi's Open Pit Barbecue whether you like it or not, so you can sit quietly at the table furthest from the "grill of death," as you so quaintly put it, and you'll get your damn salad bar, including hydroponic tomatoes. But, you know, they have feelings, too. Tomatoes scream when you slice them. I've heard them scream. I'm hearing them scream right now!

MEMO FROM:  Teri Bishops, Acting Human Resources Director

DATE:  December 14

RE:  Pat Lewis and Holiday Party

I'm sure I speak for all of us in wishing Pat Lewis a speedy recovery from her stress-related illness and I'll continue to forward your cards to her at the sanitarium. In the meantime, management has decided to cancel our Holiday Party and give everyone the afternoon of the 23rd off with full pay.
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