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FEBRUARY IS World Understanding MONTH
President George’s Chit Chat

********************************
For our first “home” meeting for 2006 we had a look at a different side of our hospital and health care system courtesy of our guest speaker Dr Andrew Watson.  Dr Andrew took us into the world of the hospital health care professional.  For me the system finished looking pretty good, especially with dedicated specialists like Dr Watson in charge.  More money needed of course.

David Franco told is of his RYLA experiences and underlined what a great Rotary programme this is.  David is certainly a good ambassador for RYLA and as Euan has told us many times it is something that we could and should be more pro active in promoting.

I represented the Club at a meeting called by Strathfield Council to address the future needs for recreational and community facilities in our area.  One of the questions posed is – ‘If you were in charge of Council resource allocation what would you consider to be the three main priorities for Council in terms of sport, recreation, community and cultural service or facility provision?’----Any feedback on this?

Don’t forget THURSDAY 16 FEBRUARY 6.30 for 7pm is our big charity Golf Night transferred from Wednesday night.  It is a partner’s night, bring along a friend or relative – let’s make it a rally great night.

Till next week

Enjoy Rotary

President George.

To-Night’s Guest Speaker
*****************************
Daniel O’Carrigan
“Opal Fields”
Congratulations
*****************************
Birthdays

4/02/2006
Peter Foss

5/02/2006
Ted Ingall

Anniversaries
8/02/2006
Ray & Ann McCluskie

Guests

*****************************
Jan Van der Sleesen

David Franco (RYLA Awardee). 
David spoke of his reluctance to attend RYLA at first, but was very thankful to the Club for the rewarding week he had at RYLA. He was particularly impressed by another attendee at the Camp who joined in all the activities and events despite being afflicted with cerebral palsy. 

Last Week’s Guest Speaker
*****************************
Brian Driver introduced Dr. Andrew Watson who took us on a journey through Canterbury Hospital. Andrew is an Emergency Department Physician at Canterbury Hospital and also spends some time at Concord Hospital. Canterbury Hospital was opened in 1929 and was revamped to a 200 bed Community Hospital in 1996. The Hospital is a teaching hospital with affiliation to Sydney University.
28,000 emergency cases are dealt with each year, even though the Hospital is a “Trauma-Bypass” establishment. Patients are “Triaged” on arrival with life-threatening emergencies dealt with immediately. Other cases are dealt with as staffing permits. The catchment for the Hospital is a diverse ethnic mix with a need for a good language translation service. 

Andrew was thanked by Grahame True on behalf of the Club.
Raffle Winners
*****************************
The raffle raised $165.00
1st Prize
Angelo Franco
Bottle of Benedictine 

2nd Prize
Allan Taylor
Dinner next week
3rd Prize
Grahame True
Rotary Cake
Statistics
*****************************
· Present:- 

31 Members 

· Apologies:- 
16 Members

· Non-Apologies:-
10 Members

· LOA:-

 1 Members

· The Sergeant raised $95.10


Announcements

****************************
From President George:-

· Welcome to all for the first meeting of 2006.
· Eight members attended the funeral of Jean Thurgar and flowers were sent from the Club.
· The meeting of Wednesday 15th Feb will transfer to Thursday 16th February for the Charity Golf Day Dinner. A commitment sheet will be circulated.
· The DG’s newsletter for January is available.

From Secretary Roger Vince:-

· Reminder from Ted Ingall that Conference Registrations are now due.
From DGN Harley Tarrant:-

· Our Club will be hosting the PETS conference on the 19th March at Meriden and the District Assembly on the 30th April also at Meriden.
· Helpers will be needed on both these days to ensure the smooth running of both events.

· Advertising is available in the next District Directory at $300 + GST.

From Niall King:-

· Reminder of the Charity Golf Day on Thursday 16th February at Strathfield Golf Club.

· Registration forms now available from Niall and Ray Wilson.

· Non-Golfers are invited to the dinner on Thursday evening at the Golf Club, 6:30 for 7:00pm. This is a transfer meeting from Wednesday 15th February.

· Helpers will be needed between 11:00am to 1:00pm for registrations, etc.

· A commitment sheet for dinner and for helpers will circulate next week.

From Bert Houston:-

· The Xmas Carols Raffle raised $1,500 that was donated to Camp Quality.


Coming Events

*****************************
GSE Team Farewell
Monday 13th February 2006 at the Springwood Bowling Club. 6:30 for 7:00pm. $25pp. 

Charity Golf Day
16th February 2006 at Strathfield Golf Club. Organised by Niall King.
THE EVENING DINNER IS A TRANSFER MEETING FROM WEDS. 15th 
(Commitment sheet for dinner to circulate)
District 9690 PETS Conference

Sunday 19th March 2006 at Meriden School.
District 9690 Conference
April 7th, 8th & 9th 2006. Panthers Convention Centre, Port Macquarie. Ted Ingall Conf Coord

District 9690 Assembly

Sunday 30th April 2006 at Meriden School.

Rotary Awareness Race Day

Saturday 6th May, 2006. Rosehill Gardens. $25 dep.  $120, $100, $70 & $25 pp packages.         Ray Reed/ Joy Gillett Phn: 9633 4888
2006 Rotary International Convention.
11th -14th June 2006. 97th Rotary International Annual Convention. MalmC6, Sweden and Copenhagen, Denmark. http://www.rotary.org/newsroom/downloadcenter/events/index.html

Next Rotary Meeting

*************************
8th February 2006
Strathfield Golf Club

TBA
Future Club Meetings
*************************
15th February 2006
TRANSFER MEETING to Thursday 16th Feb 2006

16th February 2006
Charity Golf Day Dinner. 6:30 for 7:00pm

Strathfield Golf Club

22nd February 2006
TBA
Strathfield Golf Club
1st March 2006
Alfredo le Cava



Pure Gelato


Humour from Our Members
**********************************
Because I’m a Man
From Joe Campisi
Because I'm a man, when I lock my keys in the car, I will fiddle with a coat hanger long after hypothermia has set in. Calling AAA is not an option. I will win. 

Because I'm a man, when the car isn't running very well, I will open the bonnet and stare at the engine as if I know what I'm looking at. If another man shows up, one of us will say to the other, "I used to be able to fix these things, but now with all these computers and everything, I wouldn't know where to start." We will then drink a couple of beers and break wind, as a form of Holy Communion.

Because I'm a man, when I catch a cold, I need someone to bring me soup and take care of me while I lie in bed and moan. You're a woman. You never get as sick as I do, so for you, this is no problem.

Because I'm a man, I can be relied upon to purchase basic groceries at the store, like milk or bread. I cannot be expected to find exotic items like "cumin" or "tofu." For all I know, these are the same thing. 

Because I'm a man, when one of our appliances stops working, I will insist on taking it apart, despite evidence that this will just cost me twice as much once the repair person gets here and has to put it back together.

Because I'm a man, I must hold the television remote control in my hand while I watch TV. If the thing has been misplaced, I may miss a whole show looking for it.....though one time I was able to survive by holding a calculator.....(applies to engineers mainly). 

Because I'm a man, there is no need to ask me what I'm thinking about. The true answer is always either sex, cars, sex, sports or sex. I have to make up something else when you ask, so don't ask.

Because I'm a man, I do not want to visit your mother, or have your mother come visit us, or talk to her when she calls, or think about her any more than I have to. Whatever you got her for Mother's Day is okay; I don't need to see it. And don't forget to pick up something for my mother, too. 

Because I'm a man, you don't have to ask me if I liked the movie. Chances are, if you're crying at the end of it, I didn't....and if you are feeling amorous afterwards....then I will certainly at least remember the name and recommend it to others.

Because I'm a man, I think what you're wearing is fine. I thought what you were wearing five minutes ago was fine, too. Either pair of shoes is fine. With the belt or without it, looks fine. Your hair is fine. You look fine. Can we just go now?

Because I'm a man, and this is, after all, the year 2006, I will share equally in the housework. You just do the laundry, the cooking, the cleaning, the vacuuming, and the dishes, and I'll do the rest...... like wandering around in the garden with a beer wondering what to do. 

Religious Persecution??
From Angelo Franco

A very modern instance of religious persecution is being pointed out on the newly opened Sea Cliff Bridge on the South Coast.

These signs appear at regular intervals along the bridge, where electrolytic corrosion of the aluminium railing is clearly worsened by exposure to the wrong kind of religious belief. Perhaps it's the holy water?
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When not pointing out the dilemma, the sign reads:-
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