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October is Vocational Service Month
President George’s Chit Chat

********************************
If having an impact on the audience were the criteria, last weeks guest speaker would be top of the class. PP Raymond McCluskie told of the effects of the unexpected arrival of a Downs Syndrome baby. In a moving address Ray gave us an insight into some of the issues involved. Through it all Ray wove a golden thread of sunshine and I am sure that we are all grateful to Ray as well as being a little wiser.

District Governor Bill Little invited Vocational Service and International Service Directors to the Presidents’ meeting at Panthers last Friday. Harley Tarrant, as DG Elect, was present so with Paul, Bradley and myself Strathfield was well represented. We were invited to attend the Care Flight helicopter base at Westmead as a transfer meeting at any time during the coming months. Is there any interest? We were also encouraged to support the ‘adopt a village’ programme in the fight against Malaria. One child dies every 30 seconds from Malaria. The most effective method of prevention is a mosquito net costing $7.50.

In DG Bills newsletter which is available tonight we are reminded that a $50 saving is available to Rotarians registering before the 30th November for the Port Macquarie Conference.

Sunday was the picnic day to Joan and Ross Brown’s property in the Yarramalong Valley. What wonderful hosts Ross and Joan are. We owe them a big vote of thanks for their hospitality! A Rotary get together in such a setting is something special and to be remembered. The weather was not perfect but the rain held off until mid afternoon or if you were a walker half way round the course! Only light rain and not much to worry about though. The trek was lead by Bob Templeman who was a mine of information on trees, cattle, wombats, you name it. One or two of the girls arrived back with ticks attached.
It was all great fun! Thank you to Connie for arranging the day and again thanks to Ross and Joan for a great day.

Until next week - enjoy Rotary

President George.

To-Night’s Guest Speakers 

*****************************
Guest Speakers from Greenpeace
Joe Campisi will also give a short presentation on “Rotary Youth Driver Awareness”

Congratulations
*****************************
Birthdays


NIL

Anniversaries
21/10/2005
Mira & Bill Carney

26/10/2005
Peter & Dee Douglas

Last Week’s Guest Speaker
*****************************
Janelle Watson introduced Raymond McCluskie who talked about his grandson who has Down syndrome. Ray has registered as a guest speaker with Rotary and this is his first acceptance as a speaker on Down syndrome. When Ray’s daughter Catherine was 29 years old she had her first child, ‘James’, there was no warning that he would have the genetic disorder, Down syndrome.  Nothing was  picked up on the ultrasound scan and no other tests were carried out. Ray said Down syndrome is not hereditable and nobody was faced with any prenatal decisions about the birth. The whole family was stunned by the announcement. Using an analogy  Catherine told the extended family of James’ birth as a  story about holidaying in Holland when planning a holiday in Italy. The holiday is still enjoyable even if not what was expected. James is now five years old. 
There are about 100 other genetic disorders that can affect child birth, with Downs syndrome having a 1 in 1000 chance for young mothers but a 1 in 60 chance for a mother of 42. The syndrome is caused by an extra chromosome on the 21st set of chromosomes passed on to the child. 

Ray enjoys his grandson James and says that he is like any other child, except that his learning may be a little slower than normal. The children still have there own individuality with some mental and physical disabilities. The challenge is to treat children with Down syndrome the same as other children.
Ray was thanked by Peter Harries on behalf of the Club.

Announcements

******************************
From President George Hallworth:-

· Pride of Workmanship commitment sheet circulated
· Reminder of trip to Yarramalong next weekend.

· Bert Houston will take over as Chairman of the Carols by Candlelight Committee in place of Keith Byrn. Peter Foss and Joe Campisi will also assist

· Alterations to the bulletin cover are required before next print run

· A seminar on how to access funds from the Rotary Foundation is being held at the St. Mary’s RSL Youth Centre at 12 noon to 4:00pm on the 29th October 2005. $5pp, contact President George if you wish to attend.

· Burwood Rotary is holding a Trivia Night on Friday 21st October at the Burwood RSL. The time is 7:00 for 7:30pm. Tickets are $15pp and children under 15 are free. Our Club is invited to form a table.

From Secretary Roger Vince:-
· Email from the President of Penrith Valley Rotary advising of an evening meeting to coincide with the Rotary Zone Institute meeting. Penrith Panthers Thursday 17th November 2005. RI President-Elect Bill Boyd will be a guest speaker. Contact Roger if you wish to attend.

· Advice from Kevin Freund that his mother is in hospital.

From President-Elect Rod McDougall:-
· Strathfield Council has been approached for help in storing the BBQ.

From Director Bradley Ayres:-
· Inbound GSE Team accommodation. Clubs required to express interest in hosting team members. There will be a Leather-ware retailer, two dentists and a teacher. Bradley circulated a commitment sheet. Vocational visits are also required. Hosting required for Mar/Apr 2006.
From Connie Galletta:-
· Nomination forms are now available for the Pride of Workmanship Awards.
From Steve Taylor:-
· PNP contracting has been in touch about distribution problems with RDU magazine.
From Janelle Watson:-
· Could RDU Magazine become a quarterly to reduce costs.

From Ray Wilson:-
· The District Golf Day next week still needs players.
From Anu Kamkolkar:-
· Kenthurst Rotary and Inner Wheel are holding a ROMAC fund raising dinner on Friday 21st October at the Castle Hill RSL hosted by Ray Martin with Kamahal. $65pp, all welcome. Contact Anu
From Allan Petersen:-
· Used the theme of “The AJC Spring Carnival” together with horses and jockeys during the sergeant’s session.

Raffle

The raffle raised $192.00.

1st prize Peter Foss
Knitted shirt from Ray Wilson 

2nd prize Ray Wilson
Dinner next week

3rd prize Bradley Ayres
Bottle of Wine
Statistics 
· $81.85 raised by the Sergeant.

· Present:- 34 Members 

· Apologies:- 18

Coming Events

*****************************
District Golf Day
20th October 2005. Strathfield Golf Club. 
Open to all Rotarians and friends, Contact Ray Wilson.

Burwood Rotary Trivia Night

Friday 21st October at the Burwood RSL. 
7:00 for 7:30pm. $15pp and children under 15 are free. Our Club is invited to form a table.

ROMAC Fund Raising Dinner

Kenthurst Rotary and Inner Wheel Club. Friday 21st October at the Castle Hill RSL. Hosted by Ray Martin with Kamahal. $65pp, all welcome. Contact Anu

Rotary Foundation Seminar 

How to access foundation funding. St. Mary’s RSL Youth Centre at 12 noon to 4:00pm on the 29th October 2005. $5pp. contact President George if you wish to attend. 
Burwood Rotary YEP Dinner
Monday 14th November 2005. Contact Janelle or Roger.
General Meeting to Coincide with the Rotary Zone Institute Meeting
Hosted by Penrith Valley Rotary. Penrith Panthers Thurs. 17th November 2005. RI President-Elect Bill Boyd will be a guest speaker. Contact Secretary Roger if you wish to attend.
Pride of Workmanship Awards

23rd November 2005. Partners’ Night
 6:30 for 7:00pm. 

District BBQ Day
Opening of the M7 Motorway. 27th November 2005. ‘Spaghetti Junction’ (Intersection with M4).
Family of Rotary Afternoon 
Children’s function on Sunday 3rd December 2005 at the Marconi Club.
Carols by Candlelight 2005

Strathfield Park Saturday 10th December 2005.  

The committee chairman is Bert Houston.

Children’s Christmas Party 

14th December 2005 at the Golf Club. 

Club Christmas Party 2005

21st Dec. 2005 at the Golf Club. Partners Night.
Charity Golf Day
16th February 2006 at Strathfield Golf Club. Organised by Niall King
District 9690 Conference
April 7th, 8th & 9th 2006. Panthers Convention Centre, Port Macquarie. 
Ted Ingall is our Club’s Conference Coordinator

2006 Rotary International Convention.
11th -14th June 2006. 97th Rotary International Annual Convention. MalmC6, Sweden and Copenhagen, Denmark. http://www.rotary.org/newsroom/downloadcenter/events/index.html
Next Rotary Meeting

*************************
26th October
Myra Sgorbini 
Last Link Organ Donor
Future Club Meetings
*************************
2nd November
Denis Moore 

Circle of Life
9th November
Glen Anthony 
Motor Cycle Culture.

16th November
Brett Moore

Sydney Waterways.

23rd November 
Pride of Workmanship Awards
Partner’s Night 6:30 for 7:00pm. 

Lieutenant Colonel Georgeina Whelan, CSC.Commanding Officer, The Aust. Army Tsunami Relief Command
30th November
Neryla Jolly

School of Applied Vision Services

Vision and Driving Project

Transferred To South Strathfield Bowling Club  *

7th December
Club Elections Transferred To Ozzie’s Rest @ the Spanish Inn, cnr Homebush Rd & Hume Hwy *

14th December
Children’s Xmas Party
21st December
Club Xmas Party (Partners Night)
* NOTE!! Strathfield Golf Club unavailable


Humour from Our Members

**********************************
A few classics for your enjoyment

From Allan Petersen

Mahatma Gandhi, as you know, walked barefoot most of the time, which produced an impressive set of calluses on his feet. He also ate very little, which made him rather frail and with his odd diet, he suffered from bad breath. This made him    A super calloused fragile mystic hexed by halitosis.

Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly, so they lit a fire in the craft. Unsurprisingly it sank, proving once again that you can't have your kayak and heat it too.

Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused Novocain during a root canal? His goal: transcend dental medication.
And finally, there was the person who sent ten different puns to his friends, with the hope that at least one of the puns would make them laugh. No pun in ten did.

Customer Service
From Steve Taylor
A lesson to all employees who work with rude customers. Indeed, an award should go to the Virgin Airlines gate attendant in Sydney some months ago for being smart and funny, while making her point, when confronted with a passenger who probably deserved to fly as cargo.

A crowded Virgin flight was cancelled after Virgin's 767’s had been withdrawn from service. A single attendant was re-booking a long line of inconvenienced travelers. Suddenly an angry passenger pushed his way to the desk. He slapped his ticket down on the counter and said, "I HAVE to be on this flight and it HAS to be FIRST CLASS".

The attendant replied, "I'm sorry sir. I'll be happy to try to help you, but I've got to help these people first, and I'm sure we'll be able to work something out." The passenger was unimpressed. He asked loudly, so that the passengers behind him could hear, "DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA WHO I AM?"

Without hesitating, the attendant smiled and grabbed her public address microphone: "May I have your attention please, may I have your attention please," she began - her voice heard clearly throughout the terminal. "We have a passenger here at Gate 14 WHO DOES NOT KNOW WHO HE IS. If anyone can help him find his identity, please come to Gate 14." 
With the folks behind him in line laughing hysterically, the man glared at the Virgin attendant, gritted his teeth and said, "F ... You!"

Without flinching, she smiled and said, "I'm sorry, sir, but you'll have to get in line for that too." 

Dear John/ Dear Martha Letters
From Allan Petersen

Message to my Dear ex-Husband:

I'm writing you this letter to tell you that I'm leaving you for good. I’ve been a good woman to you for seven years and I have nothing to show for it. These last two weeks have been hell. Your boss called to tell me that you had quit your job today and that was the last straw.

Last week, you came home and didn't notice that I had gotten my hair and nails done, cooked your favourite meal and even wore a brand new negligee. You came home and ate it in two minutes, and went straight to sleep after watching the game. You don't tell me you love me anymore, you don't touch me or anything. Either you're cheating or you don't love me anymore, whatever the case is, I'm gone.

P.S. If you're trying to find me, don't. Your BROTHER and I are moving away to West Virginia together! Have a great life!

Your Ex–Wife

Dear Ex-Wife,

Nothing has made my day more than receiving your letter. It's true that you and I have been married for seven years, although a good woman is a far cry from what you've been. I watch sports so much to try to drown out your constant nagging! Too bad that doesn't work. I did notice when you cut off all of your hair last week, the first thing that came to mind was “You look just like a man!” My mother raised me to not say anything if you can't say anything nice.

When you cooked my favourite meal, you must have me confused me with MY BROTHER, because I stopped eating pork seven years ago. I went to sleep on you when you had on that new negligee because the price tag was still on it. I prayed that it was a coincidence that my brother had just borrowed fifty dollars from me that morning and your negligee was $49.99.

After all of this, I still loved you and felt that we could work it out. So when I discovered that I had hit the lotto for ten million dollars, I quit my job and bought us two tickets to Jamaica. But when I got home you were gone.

Everything happens for a reason I guess. I hope you have the fulfilling life you always wanted. My lawyer said with your letter that you wrote, you won't get a dime from me. So take care.

P.S. I don't know if I ever told you this but Carl, my brother was born Carla. I hope that's not a problem.

Rich as Hell and Free[image: image1.jpg]



 �





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.rotary.org/newsroom/downloadcenter/graphics/theme/2005/images/2005c_en.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���
















































































