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Thank you to the members who attended the Club Assembly last week and to those who contributed to the meeting with their various points of view.  I believe it was good positive discussion.

There were two main topics discussed, the singing of Rotary Grace and meeting time closure. There was sound support for the singing of Rotary Grace and various views were expressed about the appropriate time to end the meeting.

A review of the club assembly will take place at the Board Meeting to be held on Tuesday 8 July.

For those of you who haven’t noticed, the Honour Board has been extended with a matching piece of timber and expertly matched. This was necessary due to the fact that the board had run out of space to accommodate the 2003/2004 office bearers. Thanks to Keith Byrn for organizing the timber extension and to Tony Lanzafame for arranging for the sign writing to be done.

Tonight we welcome Peter Corcoran, Education Officer, Australian Rugby League Foundation.

Jonathan Majiyagbe, Rotary International President 2003-2004 spoke on 1 July, with a call to Rotarians to place the family at the centre of their quest for "Service Above Self," and to consider it a touchstone of efforts to increase and retain membership. 

"I am asking every club to form a Family of Rotary Committee to find more ways to create and nurture an atmosphere of warmth and caring," he said.  
"This greater sense of a family atmosphere within our clubs is so important to the overall health of Rotary.  It will not only make our Rotary membership more meaningful, it will support the work we do outside of our clubs."

To translate the 2003-04 Rotary theme, "Lend a Hand," into action, Rotarians will devote their professional and business skills to serving in their own communities and internationally with an emphasis on activities that help in alleviating poverty, addressing health concerns, and promoting literacy and education.

Majiyagbe is a Senior Advocate of Nigeria and principal counsel in J.B. Majiyagbe & Co. 
Born in Lagos, he is a graduate of the University of London.  A member of the Honourable Body of Benchers, Majiyagbe is a former member of the Interim Judicial Service Committee, Kano State, a past vice president of the Nigerian Bar Association, and a member of the International Bar Association. 

He has served as a trustee of the Kano Lebanon Club and the Kano Club. 
He was a long-time chancellor of the Anglican Diocese of Kano and served as chairman of the Kano branch of the Nigerian Red Cross Society for many years. 
Majiyagbe is also a member of the Kano Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Mines, and Agriculture. 

A Rotarian since 1967, Majiyagbe is a member and Past President of the Rotary Club of Kano. He has served Rotary International as District Governor, International Assembly Instructor, committee member, director and trustee of the Rotary Foundation.
He is a recipient of the Rotary Foundation Meritorious Service and the Distinguished Service Awards. 
Majiyagbe is a past chairman of the African Regional PolioPlus Committee and a former member of the International PolioPlus Committee.

Have a successful week,
Keith
Just a Thought:
If you must choose between two evils, try the one you’ve never tried before.
Tonight’s Guest Speaker
Peter Corcoran

Education Officer

Australian Rugby League Foundation

“Rugby League in Today’s Society”
Directors’ Reports

Club Service

Keith Byrn

The Honour Board has been extended, so that there is now plenty of room for lots more names of Presidents (including Keith!).

The success of the “Christmas in July” dinner this year is being looked after by Steve Taylor.


The “Quickshade” marquis purchase has been organized, and it would be great to get eight sponsors, who would each donate $250.  The total cost is actually $2,100.  The marquis will be very useful for any outdoor functions the club hosts in the future.

Because the car trial was so popular last year, this will run again this year, with Domineco Alvaro’s house as the final stop.  There will be a completely new route, however, with lots of new fun things planned to make this event just as great a success as it was last year.


The “Police Officer of the Year” awards will go ahead, and this will be the first time we have attempted this function.


This year will see a concerted push for new membership.


The “job talks” by members have been really interesting and well-received, and so this feature of our meetings will continue.

Suggestions from the Floor:  Euan Watson thought a four-wheel drive rally would be popular.


When Ted Ingall reported that the Gosford Palms Motor Inn had been booked for the District Conference, (19th to 21st March 2004), Euan also suggested that, because many club members owned weekenders in the Gosford area, perhaps other Strathfield members attending the Conference could be accommodated at no cost.  Ted is going to talk to the holiday house owners and report back.
Community Service 1

Peter Harries/Bert Houston

Bert reported that Peter Foss will again tend the Rotary Grove.

“Carols by Candlelight” will be held again, and will be attended to by Connie and Angelo.


Shirley will continue to oversee the Bar-B-Q duties.


Community Service 1 will concentrate on two main functions this year:  the Trish Foundation Golf Day, in February 2004, the ‘baby’ of Niall King, and the Fun Bike Ride, which will be bigger and better than ever.


The directors are looking into attempting to stage the Fun Run again.


Ray Wilson announced that there will be a Social Golf Day at the Strathfield Golf Club on Thursday 24th July 2003 (RSVP 17th July) at a cost of $20 ($22 for non-members) which will include lunch.
Community Service 2

Roy Schmidt

Club Raffles will be handled by Sal Tosto and Angel Franco.

Eve Dutton will supervise the Christmas sales, and the number of items available will possibly be increased.


Possible increase in Probus Club interaction with our club will be promoted by George Hallworth and Fred Haddon.


The Community Chest, operated through the scheme set up by Burwood Rotary Club’s Walter Bok, will be handled by Garry Pearce.
Vocational Service

Brian Johnson


The Police Officer awards night will be a partners’ night (Wed. 13th August, 2003, 6.30 for 7.00 pm).  
Sponsors for this event so far are Xenium Home Loans, McDonalds Family Restaurant Enfield, Strathfield Municipal Council, the National Bank of Strathfield, Selectprint Printing Homebush, and Premier Panelbeating ($250 each sponsor).
Possible further sponsors include Burwood Municipal Council and Suttons Motors Homebush.

The Job Talks by club members will be organized by Warren Abbott.


The “Pride of Workmanship Awards”, in October this year, will be held at La Montage, and Arjun and Grahame True will be responsible for making the arrangements for this event.

The National Youth Science Forum and the Siemens Science Experience have been moved from the Youth Directorship to the Vocational portfolio this year.
International Service

Peter van der Sleesen


Rotary Foundation links will be maintained by PDG David Croft.

Bala will be the contact person for Matching Grants.


Steve Taylor will handle the Group Study Exchange portfolio.
Youth Service

Kevin Beltrame


RYLA (Bill Carney), RYPEN (Guru Singh and Roger Vince), INTERACT (Angelo, Roger and Shirley) and MUNA (Bert Houston and Bill Carney) programs will all run again this year.

Strathfield Council will work with the club for the Youth Achievement Awards.

Last Week
Members Forum Issues 


There was a brief discussion about whether the Rotary Grace should continue to be sung by members, or whether it should just be recited.
Because of the lack of consensus, President Keith made the decision to discuss it with the Board.

A question was raised about the Youth Exchange Program.  This is being discontinued because of lack of interest over the last two years.


A query about “fireside chats” with new members or prospective members was raised, and it was confirmed that these do still take place.


The topic which created the most discussion was that around the closing time of our weekly meetings.
Maintaining the current starting times of 6.15 for 6.30 pm were quickly agreed upon.
However, while an 8.30 pm finish was one idea put forward, a strict 8 pm finishing time was more popular, because many members have other unavoidable commitments after meetings.  
Others argued, though, that it was sometimes difficult to interrupt guest speakers to enable a ‘strict’ finishing time.
President Keith suggested that speakers start at 7.30 sharp.
Other suggestions to solve this dilemma included: limiting the number of questions asked of the guest speaker to three, continuing fellowship and/or questions after 8 pm in the club bar, and continuing the business of the meetings through dinner.

These discussions about the finishing time of meetings, continued after the close of the meeting.


Happy Birthday to:

Jo Taylor (11th) and Neela Jeganathan (11th)
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	Fines Session Highlights


Tony Lanzafame, as Sergeant last week, focused his fines session on “Soccer” and his own “Life Story”.
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Keith Byrn, who treated his 7-year-old grandson to the State of Origin football match, bragged that that was fine, but the little guy sort of challenged Keith’s pride as an interesting, informative grandparent, who can successfully converse at children’s level, by falling asleep during the drive home!

Tony Lanzafame brought the Strathfield Junior Soccer Club’s jerseys to show club members how the teams will be showing-off our club.  The Strathfield Rotary Club’s name is embroidered on the back of the jackets, because we helped the soccer club financially last year.


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	for

Last Meeting

Wednesday

2nd July
2003



Rotarians Present 39
Apologies 15
Leave of Absence 3
Raffle Prizes:
1st    Hair Dryer
2nd   Bottle of Wine
3rd    Dinner this Week
Raffle Winners:
1st Keith Byrn
2nd Bob Templeman
3rd Niall King
Raffle Raised $255.00
Sergeant-at-Arms was:

Tony Lanzafame
S/Arms Raised $
Meeting Closed about 8.30

Next Week’s Speaker
Cr Cathy Jones
Strathfield Municipal Council

“Historic Homes of Strathfield”
Dates to Jot Down:
Thurs. 24th July, 2003
Social Golf Day at Strathfield Golf Club (see above for details)

Wed. 13th August, 2003
“Police Officer of the Year” awards – Partners’ Night, 6.30 for 7.00 pm

15th August, 2003
District Information Day at Rooty Hill Convention Centre (Are you interested in joining a District committee?)
October, 2003
“Pride of Workmanship Awards” at La Montage

February, 2004

Trish Foundation Golf Day

19-21 March, 2004

District Conference at Gosford
 Editor: Vicki Wybrow

TRY TO
Send copy by 5 pm Sunday
(That’s all I ask…ha ha)

vw@netlink.com.au
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