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“On the wastes of the Never Never – That’s where the dead men lie” B.Boake

President’s Piece

This evening we welcome Alan and Mrs Davidson, visitors and partners of Rotarians.

 We also welcome the presidents and their partners of the three Probus Clubs in our district, Janet Lie & Kwie (Strathfield Ladies Club), Ken Goodrick & Betty (Strathfield Men’s Club) and Keith Heness & Thea (South Strathfield Men’s Club).

A final reminder that the Salvation’s Red Shield Appeal will be on next Sunday 23 May. The Rotary Club of Strathfield has traditionally been a strong supporter of the Red Shield Appeal, we encourage as many members and their families as possible to assist on this day.

As mentioned last week, one of the District’s goals this year is to assist the Millennium Foundation for ovarian cancer research. The funds raised from the raffle tonight will be dedicated to this foundation, and I will present our cheque to the District Governor at the President’s meeting next Friday night 21 May.

Congratulations to Rod & Maree McDougall who became grandparents when their daughter gave birth in Chicago last week. I understand  Grandfather Rod is doing fine!

Last Friday I was at a District Finance Committee meeting and as I left, D.G.Elect Lloyd Roever asked me how many Strathfield Rotarians will be attending the district changeover. My reply was “I will have to take that one on notice and get back to you”. Please  give consideration to supporting Lloyd by attending the changeover. A copy of the District 9690 invitation is attached, and a commitment sheet will be circulated next week

 Last Sunday Euan Watson, Alan Taylor, Stephen Taylor, Kevin Freund and I participated in the annual Central Coast charity cycle event organized by the Rotary Club of Erina. The number of participants were in the vicinity of 350. The event was quite different from our “Bike the Park”, being on very hilly public roads, certainly not recommended for young family groups. However, whilst it was generally a tough ride, we still enjoyed it, and the weather conditions were ideal.

Have a successful week. 

President Keith

******************************************************

Congratulations

Birthdays

19 May 2004 -  Tony Lanzafame

20 May 2004 -   Richard Horwood

Anniversaries 

Nil

*******************************************

To night’s Guest Speaker

To night we welcome.Alan Davidson, former test cricketer, recently retired president of the NSW Cricket Association, family man and local resident.

********************************************************

Last Week’s Meeting

Garry Brack, Chief Executive Officer of Employers’ First  gave a very graphic account of the requirements and responsibilities of employers under the Occupational Health & Safety Laws enacted by the NSW Government’\

*******************************************************

Signs spotted around the World

· On a highway, Canada: “Take Notice: When this notice is under water, the road is impassable”
· Hotel, Japan: “You are invited to take advantage of the chambermaid”

Bourke District Work Experience Programme

The Rotary Club of Silverwater is once again conducting a work experience programme with students from Bourke and seek support from our Club in hosting and placing these students in work experience. If you are able to assist please see Secretary Kevin Freund

*********************************

Coming Events

*********************************
Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal

Sunday 23 May 2004 will be conducted from the South Strathfield Bowling Club. Rotarians, partners, family & friends are invited to assist with driving, collecting and counting house duties.

*******************************************************

Next Week’s Meeting

Wednesday 26 May 2004

No guest speaker – early night requested due to NRL State of Origin @ Telstra Stadium

********************************************************

Past President’s Night to be held on Wednesday 9 June when the proposed Rotary Club of Strathfield Centenary Projects will be unveiled
Meeting Wednesday 16 June to present our cheque for the proceeds of the “Bike the Park” event to the Northcott Society, and to thank the sponsors and volunteers will now be held at our normal venue (Strathfield Golf Club)
*************************************

Club Change Over

Wednesday 23 June 2004

************************************************

District Change Over

Saturday 26 June 2004 (see attached  Invitation)

************************************************

Farewell Dinner for Harley Tarrant – Thursday 22 July at Parramatta 

Harley retires as Manager of the Rotary International South Pacific and Philippines at the end of the current 2003/2004 Rotary year

*******************************************************
How Old is Grandpa?

One evening a grandson was talking to his grandfather about current events. He asked what he thought of life in this modern computer age, and just things in general

The granddad replied, & I quote: “Well let me think a minute…. I was born before television, penicillin, polio shots, frozen foods, contact lenses, photo copiers and the pill. There was no radar, credit cards, laser beams or ball-point pens. Man had not invented air-conditioners, dish washers, clothes dryers, and man had not yet walked on the moon. Your grandmother and I got married first, and then lived to-gether. Every family had a father and a mother.

Sundays were set aside for going to church as a family, helping those in need, and visiting with family or friends.

We were taught to know the difference between right and wrong and to stand up and take responsibility for our actions. Serving your country was a privilege, living here was a bigger privilege.

We never heard of FM radios, tape decks, CD’s, electric typewriters, yogurt, or guys wearing ear rings.

If you saw anything ‘Made in Japan’ on it, it was junk. The term ‘making out’ referred to how you did in your school exam

You could buy a new car for 300 pounds, but who could afford one? Too bad, because petrol was 2d a gallon. In my day ‘ grass’ was mowed, ‘coke’ was a cold drink, and ‘ pot’ was something your mother cooked in.

‘Aids’ were helpers in the Principal’s office, ‘chip’ meant a piece of wood, and ‘software’ wasn’t even a word. And we were the last generation to actually believe that a lady needed a husband to have a baby. No wonder people call us ‘old & confused’ and say there is a generation gap.”

How old do you think I am?.              Answer: I am 65
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