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Steve’s Snippets
Last week I remarked on what a great organisation Rotary is. This week I still reckon the organisation is great, but they forget to tell Presidents about the ups and downs that come with the job.

Firstly the good news. 

Congratulations to our new member Kevin Beltrame, who was my first, but hopefully not last new member for this year. I’m sure Kevin will enjoy Rotary in our friendly active club.

Congratulations also to Kevin Freund, who at very short notice has agreed to take on the Secretary’s role in the club.

Congratulations to Ted Ingall, who actually volunteered to be our songleader, and acquitted himself very well. Thank God somebody out there can carry a tune.

Finally, thanks to Sal and Euan for arranging a good price with Le Montage for our Friday March 14th 2003 “”Evening for Children”. Members may be assured the price will be CONSIDERABLY cheaper than the $250 a double to the Mayoral Ball last weekend. Preparations are going very well for the event with some exciting prizes and auctions to be revealed soon.

OK, on to the sad stuff. 

Unfortunately I had to accept Secretary Shane Smallwood’s resignation from the Club last week. Shane was a good member of over 15 years standing, and participated in many areas of the Rotary World, particularly at district level. His assistance and friendship will be greatly missed.  Shane is apparently relocating to Queensland on October 1st. That’s unfortunately all I know at this stage.

As members will also be aware, we are currently in discussion with Sydney Olympic Park Authority to clarify some of the problems that occurred at this year’s Fun Run. Keith Stockall, Kevin Freund and I will be meeting with SOPA shortly to sort out these problems, confirm arrangements for this year’s Family Bike Ride, and Fun Run, and try to institute some procedures to ensure the events run more smoothly in the future.

The Board has, however, confirmed that the Secretary should receive copies of ANY correspondence sent out by members relating to Rotary business.

Thanks to Allan Teale, Burt and Carol Houston and Anne and Roy Schmidt for joining Denise and myself at the Strathfield Mayoral Ball held at the Town Hall last Saturday evening.

It was an interesting evening in the lovely, old, but recently renovated, Town Hall, with proceeds going to Rev. Bill Cruise’s Exodus Foundation. Mayor Virginia’s extensive and wide ranging talk even included some newly-written poetry for the night. MC for the evening was our own Ian Albertson. 

Congratulations also to (a much poorer) Alan and Adrienne Taylor on the marriage of their daughter last Saturday night. Alan was supposedly on the cycling sick list (suspected Alcoholic poisoning, self-inflicted) last Sunday and Euan Watson should have been.

Shame on Graham True for enticing new cycling superstar Rod Mc Dougall down the coast for the weekend. Rod has now missed the group two weeks in a row. He’s now going to have to work extra hard to keep up with BJ and Bill Carney who are starting to really rack up the kilometres. The Pres meanwhile is almost ready to give up cycling after suffering two punctures again, and needing to be picked up also for the second week.

By the time you read this we will have held another board meeting, the third at the very generous Stockall household. The Pres. is very pleased to report that board meetings from now on will revert to the Taylor House, due to the thankfully imminent completion of the extensions and renovations. This may also mean I might be able to find things around the house again and may be in better humour, although please don’t ask me to shout for the next 100 years or so.

Have a peaceful and uneventful week everybody.

Steve, the unsuccessful cyclist.

Tonight’s Guest Speaker

Brent Williams
“Getting a Job”

Introduction Tony Lanzafame
Thanks Garry Pearce
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Peter Douglas,Treasurer, 

reports

Attendance for Wed. 4 September
Present 41 Rotarians

Apologies 11    Leave of Absence 5
Non Apologies 3
Income - Raffle $228.00          Sergeant/Arms $80.00

Last Week’s Recorded On-Time Apologies:

D Croft, Bala, B Hennell, G True, E Dutton, H Tarrant, E Khu, D Giri, E Watson, R McCluskie
Raffle Winners: 1st (bottle of cognac) Warren Abbott, 2nd (bottle of red wine) Joe Saad, 3rd (dinner this wk) John Taylor 


Induction of New Member
Kevin Beltrame.  Welcome aboard Kevin!

Job Talk – Angelo Franco
A mechanical engineer by profession, Angelo worked for the Department of Public Works for many years, being responsible for the engineering works at the contruction of the Westmead Children’s Hospital.  Angelo is now a consultant engineer and has written two major works – a “Building Energy Manual” and a CD “Total Asset Management Manual”.  To get his mind off engineering matters, Angelo has recently invested in a motorbike, strictly for pleasure activities.
Tracey Coward -- CanTeen

Tracey has always been an ‘outdoor girl’.  She graduated with a Diploma in Business Technology and is currently studying for a Masters degree at UTS.  Tracey is the Division Coordinator for the national organization CanTeen which is concerned with young people affected by cancer.  Of the 350 children in her division, some have cancer themselves, some are bereaved siblings or offspring and some are cancer victims in remission.  CanTeen was started in 1985 by Michael Barberry, a cancer victim himself, “to support and empower young people” 12 to 24 years old. CanTeen only receives $13,000 funding per annum from the government and to supplement this holds a “Bandanna Day” (25th Oct) and a National Ball.  Their annual budget is ½ million dollars for this division out of which they provide funds for at least one camp a month and at least one recreational activity.  Most of the donations to CanTeen consist of those less than $50 so be generous! Every little bit helps!  Thanks to CanTeen, young people affected by cancer can be helped to empower themselves to overcome the potential problems associated with this illness.
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Proud Father-of-the-Bride Alan Taylor let us all know that he will be giving his daughter away at her wedding this weekend.  Congrats to Alan and Adrienne.  We believe a reception at Le Montage will follow the wedding.
Heard at a workshop of evolutionary economists at NSW Uni: Q: How has The French Revolution affected world economic growth? A: Too early to say.

Dates for your Diary
Tues. 17 September

“Cabaret”, State Theatre

Mon 23 September

Pizza Night—La Galleria

54 Norton St, Leichhardt

23-29 September
Rotary Awareness Week
Tues. 15 October

“Mama Mia” Lyric Theatre

Wed. 16 October

Pride of Workmanship Night

Wed. 30 October

District Governor John Wakefield and Susan Wakefield Official visit.
Wed. 13 November
Burwood, Concord and Strathfield combined meeting to hear the returned GSE team from Germany led by President Duncan Berriman from Springwood Rotary Club. This meeting will be hosted by our club on a Wednesday, but probably at Strathfield Golf Club, not the bowling club due to seating restrictions and catering difficulties
Sat. 7 December

“Carols by Candlelight”

Fri. 21 February 2003
Golf Day

Fri. 14 March 2003

Major Fundraiser, Le Montage

Sun. 4 May 2003
Bike Ride

Weekend 1-4 June 2003
Rotary In’l Conference, Brisbane

Sun. 22 June 2003

Fun Run




Riddle
Pronounced as one letter,

And written with three,
Two letters there are,
And two only in me.
I'm double, I'm single,
I'm black blue and grey,
I'm read from both ends,
And the same either way.

(Answer next issue)

Quotable Quotes

"Women might be able to fake orgasms. But men can fake whole relationships."---Sharon Stone

"My mother never saw the irony in calling me a son-of-a-bitch."

-Jack Nicholson

"Clinton lied. A man might forget where he parks or where he lives, but he never forgets oral sex, no matter how bad it is."--Barbara Bush (Former US First Lady)

"Ah, yes, divorce, ...from the Latin word meaning to rip out a man's genitals through his wallet." -Robin Williams

Next Week’s Speaker

Partner’s Night
Dr Roger Riddell and
Jennifer Phelps
Chn’s Medical Research Institute

To Be Introduced by Bert Houston
To Be Thanked by Ray McCluskie
Happy Birthday George Helou (14th) and Paul Giammarco (16th). Happy Anniversary Alan & Adrienne Taylor (16th).
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