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Steve’s Snippets
What an interesting and busy week it has been. Firstly the second Presidents’ meeting was held last Friday evening, and I thank Tony Lanzafame for joining me for the Youth Directors’ segment.  Then on Saturday a leisurely drive up the Blue Mountains for our “Yulefest” weekend at The Echo Point Motor Inn. Thanks to the Campisi’s, Douglas’s, Khu’s, McCluskie’s, Hennell’s, Smallwood’s True’s, Templeman’s, and Watson’s for joining Denise and I for a wonderful weekend. 

We enjoyed a wonderful traditional Yulefest dinner, complete with Santa and gifts, some reasonable singing (even without Peter Foss) and an exchange of gifts.  Unfortunately Graham True received a packet of Viagra tablets, and this left him a bit “stiff” the next morning. 

Following Sunday breakfast we were pleased to find our host Bob Reed (the current president of Upper Blue Mountains Sunrise Club) had included at no cost, a trip down the “very steep” scenic railway. We then undertook a pleasant and invigorating walk in the valley floor (on a newly constructed extensive boardwalk track) and then back up to the top via the relatively new 80 seat “Gondola” style cable car. 

All this activity was followed by a pleasant lunch at The Conservation Hut” at Wentworth Falls overlooking the escarpment and the valley’s beyond.

And then last night the Taylor’s and Watson’s enjoyed an excellent performance of the Man from Snowy River spectacular at the Entertainment Centre. As I said what a weekend !!!!!

Sincere thanks to Pres elect Keith for organising the weekend, who after changing the original date at the request of The Pres’s wife, belatedly realised it conflicted with his own tickets to Snowy River on the Saturday night and therefore he and Lillian couldn’t make the weekend. 

At the Presidents’ meeting on Friday I was successful in organising a combined meeting with Concord and Burwood, on either November 6th or 13th; at either our bowling Club venue or Strathfield Golf Club. We will be addressed by our recently returned GSE team to Germany lead by President Duncan Berriman of Lower Blue.  This should be a fun evening and a great way for us to recognise Foundation month. (More details will be provided when our negotiations are finalised)

The Club made a small profit from our weekend away and accordingly we will be the first club in the district to support Upper Blue Mountains Sunrise Vanuatu hospital bed appeal. Our donation of $300.00 will provide funding for one bed for three years in the main hospital in this very poor country.

Finally, please consider your additional attendance or makeup at the GSE farewell for the team going to Scotland shortly (Monday night September 2nd Holroyd Centre Merrylands 6.30 for 7.00pm). The team will be lead by President Allan Ezzy from Holroyd and as you should be aware contains our successful nominee Mary Romanous.  You will have to let Joe Campisi know by this Wednesday latest PLEASE !!!

Steve.

PS sorry, no bike riding stories this week (hooray! I hear you all say), the mountains were a bit too steep for me, and besides it’s not good to go riding early, after consuming so much wine the evening before. 

“If I lose mine honour, I lose myself.” Ant. & Cleo Act III Sc iv
Tonight’s Guest Speaker

Marie Lewis
The Infants Home

Introduction Ross Brown 

Thanks David Giri
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Peter Douglas,Treasurer, 

reports

Attendance for Wednesday 21 Aug.
Present 41 Rotarians

Apologies 12     Leave of Absence 5
Non Apologies 1
Income - Raffle $190.00          Sergeant/Arms $110.00

Last Week’s Recorded On-Time Apologies:

D Croft, R Vince, F Haddon, Bala, P Harries, C Galletta, E Watson, J Saad, T Ingall, D Giri, P Van Der Sleesen, W Abbott

Raffle Winners:  1st (Magnum of wine donated by Roy Schmidt) Visitor friend of Angelo Franco, 2nd (bottle of red wine) Bill Carney, 3rd (dinner next week) G True 
Thought About These

OXYMORONS?

“Small crowd”

“Almost exactly”

“Plastic glasses”, and the classic:

“Practise economy at any cost.”


Garry Pearce – Job Talk
Garry was born in the 1950s (!) in South Africa and started his working career in the field of engineering, in the gold mines.  He spent seven years working in Botswana.  He now operates his own small business, as a day trader ‘playing’ the stock market.  Garry’s talk was short and to the point, not giving away any ‘trading secrets’. Thanks Garry.

Harley Tarrant – Rotary Information

“Classifications”
Harley told the meeting that a Rotary classification is “the principal business or activity of the person or his company”.  It does not describe the person, for example, “accountant”.   We now have only “active” and “honorary” members, as the old “senior active” etc tags have been done away with.  Regarding classifications, a club is allowed five members in any one class, and if the club has over 50 members, up to 10% of the club can be in any one classification.
Peter Lee – Colefax Chocolates

Peter and his wife Lisa bought this business in 1998, helped by Peter’s degree in business no doubt.  He is now producing 600 kg of gourmet chocolates each week, operating from his new premises at Haberfield.  No machinery is used in making the chocolates at all. Nine chefs are employed, and often they need to deliver the product within an hour of taking the order.  The accent is definitely on “quality”, with Peter supplying 300 wholesalers which include David Jones, Darrel Lea and QANTAS.  He produces a range of about 150 different chocolates, and has carried off a swag of medals from the 2000 and 2001 Easter Shows.  The most outstanding accomplishment of Peter’s team, however, was the recent award of “Outstanding Specialty Business in the Inner West”, which has capped a very successful few years for Colefax Chocolates.  Well done, and thanks, Peter.
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Keith Byrn proudly told us of his grandson’s prowess in football – Young William Rae (6) is starring in the Grand Final this season for Bankstown Sports Club.  This is William’s team’s first season playing League.  Good luck William!  [Postscript:  The game, which took place on Sat.23rd August, was a nail-biter.  The sides were 0-0 at half time, and William’s team came out a very proud Runners Up!  Well done William! And grandpop Keith!]
Cabaret  State Theatre
17 September 8 pm.

Would the following members please pay the Treasurer for tickets for this outing as follows: 

Joe Campese (3 tickets) $226.50

David Croft (2) $151.00

Brian Hennell (2)  $151.00

Niall King (2) $151.00

Peter Manenti (2) $151.00

Roy Schmidt (2) $151.00

Keith Stockall (2) $151.00

John Taylor (2) $151.00

Steven Taylor (5) $377.50

There are still four tickets available. If you are interested, see Keith Stockall pronto.

PIZZA NIGHT!

Mon. 23 Sept. 2002  7 pm

La Galleria,  54 Norton Street,

Leichhardt.  $15 per person

You Know You’re Over the Hill when:

· You’ve come to the annoying realization that your parents were right about almost everything. 
· The bag boy volunteers to help load groceries into your car—in the “ten items or less” lane. 
· You’ve stopped supporting your children, and started supporting your parents. 
· You’ve found yourself discussing rain gutters. 

· You remember your kid’s names, just not always the right one. 
· You have nightmares about forgetting to move the garbage cans to the street for the garbage collector. 
· Your high school yearbook is now home to three different species of mould.
· You buy “age-defying” makeup and “antiwrinkle” creams and believe they work.
· You recognize Led Zeppelin songs that have been turned into elevator Muzak. 
· As a public service, you have agreed to never appear on the beach in a Speedo again. 

· K-Mart and Target seem to share your fashion sense. 

· Your weight-lifting program seems to have no effect on your muscles, but the veins on the backs of your hands are bulking up quite nicely. 
· On Saturday night, when your wife mentions “hot oil, a little friction, and squealing,” you tell her you’ll have the car looked at first thing Monday morning. 

Femme Fatale…?
A man came into a bar one day and said to thebarman "Give me six double vodkas." The barman says "Wow!, you must have had one hell of a day." "Yes, I've just found out my older brother is gay." 

The next day the same guy came into the bar and asked for the same drinks. When the bartender asked what the problem was today, the answer came back, "I've just found out that my younger brother is gay too!" 
On the third day the guy came into the bar and ordered another six double vodkas. The bartender says "Geez! Doesn't anybody in your family like women?". 
"Yeah, my wife..."

Next Week’s Speaker

Tracey Coward
“CanTeen”
To Be Introduced by Roger Vince
To Be Thanked by Keith Byrn
Happy B’day Terry Rohan (2nd )  Onya Terry!
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