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Hello fellows,

What a great night we had last Wednesday night at the Youth Achievement Awards, a most successful and rewarding evening. I consider it was successful because of the community awareness Rotary was able to generate through our involvement with Strathfield Council and the event. A number of the parents came and thanked me and others personally to express their appreciation for sponsoring the event and providing opportunities for young people to gain recognition for their achievements. It was also rewarding to meet the successful awardees and hear first hand about their wonderful achievements. Their individual achievements were truly amazing.

Most of us know that successful events don’t just happen and are the result of hard work, time and effort. Whilst I thanked them personally on the night I wish to record my appreciation and thanks to Kevin Beltrame as well as Marisa Luongo from Strathfield Council for their combined effort in making the night happen.

Also for those of you who were not present on the night of the GSE farewell I should mention that John Leftwich who is a very proud Rotarian announced that his company, General Electric in the USA had recently considered an application from John, on behalf of the Ashfield Infant’s Home, for financial assistance for a community service project. John was very proud to announce that his application had been approved resulting in the provision of $100,000 over a two-year period. Congratulations and well done John. 

Don’t forget membership is the responsibility of all of us not just one or two members. Be on the look out for prospective members and invite them to attend our meetings.

Reminders: 
ANZAC morning at Cabarita on 25 April. 

Also partner’s night on 19 May, Alan Davidson will be the guest speaker. 

Enjoy your week,

Keith
Tonight’s Guest Speakers
“vocation talks”

Two of our Club Members (Names to be confirmed)
Club Announcements
13 April 2004

Board Meeting

25 April 2004
Anzac Day at Cabarita

Breakfast and Tennis (if paying tennis contact Past President Stephen Taylor) 

2 May 2004

"Bike the Park"
(Sydney Olympic Park charity bike ride)

4 May 2004

Dinner at Woolwich Wharf Hotel

12/13/14 June 2004 (Queen’s Birthday Weekend)
Yule fest Weekend a Jenolan Caves

Wednesday 23 June 2004

Change Over Night 

President Keith Stockall hands over to President Elect Keith Byrn

At Strathfield Golf Club
Report on the Go Kart Races on Tuesday 6/04/04

The winning Rotarian at the inaugural Strathfield Rotary Grande Prix held at Eastern Creek was Keen Keith Byrn (who was accused of having special arrangements with the time keeper). Unfortunately, Keen Keith was unable to influence his guest Sam, who beat him home to take the outright winners position.
The most competitive racer was Fangio Joe Campisi whose antics included aerial overtaking and bodily assault on the competition with his vehicle.
Next Week’s Guest Speaker
Bill Carney – 

“Director of Public Prosecutions” 


BIRTHDAYS FOR 
Joe Campisi

17/04/2004

Maryanne Franco 19/04/2004
ANNIVERSARIES FOR 

Maryanne & Angelo Franco

10/04/2004

Last Week’s Meeting
Youth Achievement Awards

Background

The Youth Achievement Awards originated from Strathfield Council and The Rotary Club of Strathfield recognising that young people within the local area are renowned for their many excellent educational, sporting and cultural achievements. For this reason Council and The Rotary Club of Strathfield have worked in partnership in establishing these awards to recognise the important contributions that young people make within the community and all are in agreement that these achievements deserve recognition.

The Awards are open to all young people aged 12- 24 years who reside, train, work or study in the Strathfield Municipality. All young people are encouraged to become involved and participate in the awards.

There are 6 categories that applicants were nominating for. They are:

· Arts & Culture - This category highlights the diversity of our culture within the community and young people’s involvement in this.

· Sport Awards - (Senior & Junior) - Strathfield has been the home to many outstanding sports men and women. Some of them include, Tennis great Harry Hopman, Australian Olympic Coach Don Talbot, and Olympic Athlete Marlene Matthews, just to name a few.

· Team Sports - Strathfield has many exceptional school sporting clubs and associations actively participating in sports and excelling at their sport of choice.

· Community Services- Young people are increasingly involving themselves in community services such as meals on wheels, home visiting, just to name a few.

· Environment, Science & Technology - Strathfield is highly conscience of the need for promoting environmental sustainability and the involvement of young people to become involved. Science and technology are also important areas are expanding and young people participate in.

THE 2004 AWARDS

(Presented by Councilor Brenda Gillard)
The Youth Achievement Awards are currently in there second year.

Nomination forms were sent out to all local schools, youth groups, colleges, TAFE’s and all relevant organisations that young people frequent.

A total of 50 nominations were received in all the categories except the Environment, Science and Technology. The applicants were of an exceptionally high standard and the panel ha a difficult time deciding in some of the categories due to the many achievements of those who had nominated had achieved at such a young age. 

Arts & Culture Award
Miss Elizabeth Sanego
Elizabeth has a large range of achievements some of which include being involved in:-
· Sydney Symphony Youth Orchestra.

· Leader of Santa Sabina's string & chamber ensemble.

· Santa Sabina Choir and orchestra.

· Music-a-thon fundraiser

· Singing / Violin Teaching

Community Services Award
Miss Danielle Mawer
Danielle has always had a passion for helping others and her list of achievements include:

· Raising money for Sydney City Mission Sleep Out, World Vision, etc.

· Involved in community support group, the Josephites Community Aid who help the poor and disadvantaged 

· Member of support group for newly arrived refugee families.

· Last year distributed Christmas Hampers to over 200 refugee families.

· Helped out at the Mary Mckillop Outreach Centre.

This year Danielle was selected as World Visions Youth Ambassador and went to India.

Individual Sports - Junior

Miss Danielle O'Brien

Danielle began figure skating at the age of 7 and then took up ice dancing. She has 

· Won 1st place at NSW State Championships Elementary division in 1999.

· 1st place at NSW State Championship in Ice Dancing Primary division in 2000. 

· 2001 placed 1 st in NSW State Championship in Novice Dance and 3rd place in the Elementary Ladies figure skating division. 

· 2003 placed first at NSW State Championship in junior division and 2nd in the Australian National Championship in Brisbane. 

· Has completed a Level 1 coaching accreditation 

Individual Sports - Senior

Mr Nicholas Burdekin

Nicholas has excelled in tennis. He was:-
· 2003 winner Mid - Western boys division and selected to play inter-district Div 1 in the Presidents Cup 

· Selected to train with the NSW Hard-court Association
· Won the Independent Schools Trophy 

· Selected to play on the Independent Schools Association representative team.

· Reached the Quarter Finals of the Strathfield Schoolboys and girls tournament 

· Selected to train with the NSW Metropolitan Hard-court squad.

Team Sports Award

St. Patrick’s Prep ‘A’ Cricket Team – 

The Prep ‘A’ Team are worthy winner as they have

· Participated in the SSHAA competition, winning 6 of the 9 matches

· The team participated in the Inaugural Steve Waugh Cup

· Won 4 round matches, winning the final in Shell Harbour


Things to Ponder??

From Steve Taylor

Can you cry under water?

How important does a person have to be before they are considered assassinated instead of just murdered?

If money doesn't grow on trees then why do banks have branches?

Since bread is square, then why is sandwich meat round?

Why do you have to "put your two cents in"...but it's only a "penny for your thoughts"? Where's that extra penny going to?

Once you're in heaven, are you stuck wearing the clothes you were buried in for eternity?

Why does a round pizza come in a square box?

What did cured ham actually have?

How is it that we put man on the moon before we figured out it would be a good idea to put wheels on luggage?

Why is it that people say they "slept like a baby" when babies wake up like every two hours?

If a deaf person has to go to court, is it still called a hearing?

If you drink Pepsi at work in the Coke factory, will they fire you?

Why are you IN a movie, but you are ON TV?

Why do people pay to go up tall buildings and then put money in binoculars to look at things on the ground?

Why do we choose from just two people for President and fifty for Miss America?

Why do doctors leave the room while you change? They're going to see you naked anyway.

If a 911 operator has a heart attack, whom does he/she call?

I signed up for an exercise class and was told to wear loose-fitting clothing. If I HAD any loose-fitting clothing, I wouldn't have signed up in the first place!

When I was young we used to go "skinny dipping," now I just "chunky dunk."

Wouldn't it be nice if whenever we messed up our life we could simply press 'Ctrl Alt Delete' and start all over?

Just remember... if the world didn't suck, we'd all fall off.

Word Play
From Ray McCluskie
 “It's déjà vu all over again.”

"I never make predictions, especially about the future."

"Anyone who goes to a psychiatrist ought to have his head examined."

"Sometimes you can observe a lot just by watching."

"The answer's an affirmative 'yes'."

"I don't normally do requests, unless I'm asked to."

I need a pencil sharpener," said Tom bluntly.

"Oops! There goes my hat!" said Tom off the top of his head.

"I can no longer hear anything," said Tom deftly.

"I have a split personality," said Tom, being frank.

"This must be an aerobics class," Tom worked out.

"I only have diamonds, clubs and spades," said Tom heartlessly.
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