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Some of the following was mentioned in last week’s electronic newsletter but for those of you who didn’t see it, I thought it was worth repeating some of the relevant bits again. 

Congratulations to the new Board members elected at the AGM held last week. The successful candidates were Kevin Beltrame, Joe Campisi, Connie Galletta, Paul Giammarco, George Hallworth and Stephen Taylor who will support Keith Byrn during 2004/2005.

Special congratulations to George Hallworth who was nominated and subsequently elected as President Elect for the year 2004/2005. George is a respected senior member of our club and I am confident will have the support of all members during his year as President.

Well another Christmas carols event, in conjunction with Strathfield Council, has come and gone. Considering the rain we experienced during the preceding days and the weather on Saturday night I think we were lucky to get away with it. 

Particular thanks must go to Bert Houston who not only coordinated the event but was responsible for carrying out many tasks himself leading up to the night and was assisted by Bill Carney. Overall the night was a success due to the support and assistance of those members who there on the night.  Thankyou. I am not yet aware of the final financial result, but I understand it is on the positive side. 

Regrettably the numbers attending the ”Christmas meeting ” at Viscardi’s Restaurant last week were small, but I hope the 20 members and 13 partners who did attend, enjoyed the night even though it was a little noisy at times due to a large gathering at adjacent tables. Whilst it seemed like we were waiting forever for the desserts they were worth waiting for when they finally appeared from the kitchen, some people were seen to have had multiple servings. 

Over the last week Shirley has been in discussions with the Manager of Dan Murphy’s. Due to expected congestion in their carpark on Saturday 20th and because the people who buy a sausage on a roll delay their departure from the carpark until they have eaten, we have agreed not to do the BBQ on that day.

Peter Manenti’s brother, Andrew, passed away last week. On behalf of the members of the club I offer condolences to Peter and his family during this difficult time.

The next two Wednesdays are Christmas Eve and New Years eve therefore there will be no meetings on 24 and 31 December and no meeting on 7 January 2004.

Another Bowls Night is being arranged with the members of South Strathfield Bowling Club on 14 January 2004. 

The first normal meeting back at the Golf Club will be 21 January 2004.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all members and your families a very merry Christmas and a safe and happy New Year.

Keith
Tonight’s Meeting

Gary Blanchke     "Rebirth of the Cooks River"
Club Announcements
The AGM of the Rotary Club of Strathfield was held on Wednesday 3rd December 2003 at the Strathfield Golf Club.  The minutes of the 2002 AGM were presented and accepted together with the financial report for 2002/2003.

--------------------------------------
President-Elect Keith Byrn held elections for his board for the next Rotary Year.  Six members nominated for the Board and were elected. Board members for 2004/2005 are:-
Kevin Beltrame

Joe Campisi

Connie Galletta

Paul Giammarco

Stephen Taylor

George Hallworth
George Hallworth was elected as President-Elect for 2004/2005.
--------------------------------------

Carols by Candlelight was held at Strathfield Park on Saturday the 6th of Dec. 2003.  The attendance was down on last year due to the threatening weather, but apart from a light sprinkle, the event went according to plan.  The crowd was rewarded with a visit Santa, the carol singers and music from the band.

The fireworks after the carols were very impressive with the use of a new automated firing system.  Comment was generally positive with sales from the BBQ etc., covering costs.
Allan Petersen gave the following summary of the finances for the night.

Estimated Costs $1000

Income from Drinks $146

Income from BBQ $421

Income from Programs & Glostiks $712

Income from Tea/Coffee $87

Income from Raffle $733

Income from Donations $210

--------------------------------------
The Club’s Xmas Meeting was held at Viscardi’s Restaurant (Le Montage) Leichhardt on the 10th of Dec. 2003.  Approximately 35 people attended and were rewarded with a visit and gift from Santa.
Member’s

Announcements
YOUTH SERVICE: Director 
Interact:

Strathfield Rotary sponsors the Interact Club at Meridan.

The Club meets each Tuesday and Angelo Franco normally attends on our behalf. But if he’s not available either Shirley Del Prado or Roger Vince can attend in his stead.

Last year the Club raised over $5,000 through initiatives such as: the school dance; gelato day; and Friday food days (doughnuts, cakes and popcorn).

$500 of this was donated to the Polio Education Program and the remainder divided between: Motor Neuron Association; Breast Cancer Research, Father Reilly – Youth Off the Street; Royal Blind Society; and AIDS Trust Australia.

The current executive (Year 10 students) consists of:

President:


Patricia Kapelaris

Vice President:


Milica Miltrevski

Treasurer:


Mary Constanti

Director:


Christine Apostoles

Secretary:


Elizabeth Cyganiuk

The Teacher Advisor is 

Sascha Bass.

This Club is a credit to Rotary and I have recently received a letter from the past President Kristin Stojcevski thanking Strathfield Rotary and particularly Joe Campisi and Angelo Franco for our support.

Kevin Beltrame

Youth Service Director 2003-04

 

Richard Horwood won a bottle of shampoo as first prize. (The rest of the hair care products prize was given to him after the meeting by Sal)
John Taylor won the bottle of wine and 
Janelle Watson won dinner for tonight.



For the meeting held on 3rd December 2003.

Attendees 43

Apologies 13 (10 on time)

Non-apology 1

The raffle raised $212

The Sergeant raised $87.50 the previous week.



BIRTHDAYS FOR DECEMBER & JANUARY
15 December John Leftwich

19 December Anne Wilson

23 December Jean Thurgar

25 December Alan Taylor

30 December Catherine Hallworth

31 December Niall King

6 January Anne Schmidt

18 January Carole King
20 January Connie Lanzafame

29 January Lillian Stockall

31 January Adrienne Taylor

ANNIVERSARIES FOR DECEMBER & JANUARY
12 December Arjun and Neela Jeganathan

16 December Stephen And Denise Taylor

21 December Brian and Jennifer Hennell

24 December Guru and Pam Singh

7 January Peter and Maria Cipolla

12 January Peter and Margery Foss

14 January Harley and Megan Tarrant

14 January Grahame and Penny True

20 January John and Jo Taylor

28 January Euan and Leedy Watson

30 January Anne and Peter Manenti

30 January Patricia and Paul Giammarco
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SECRETS

A man's car broke down as he was driving past a beautiful old monastery. He walked up the drive and knocked on the front door of the monastery. A monk answered, listened to the man's story and graciously invited him to spend the night.
The monks fed the man and led him to a tiny chamber in which to sleep. The man thanked the monks and slept serenely until he was awakened by a strange yet beautiful sound. The next morning, as the monks repaired his car, he asked about the sound that woke him.
The monks said, "We're sorry. We can't tell you about the sound. You're not a monk." The man was disappointed, but eager to be gone, so he thanked the monks for their kindness and went on his way.
During quiet moments afterward, the man pondered the source of the alluring sound. Several years later, the man was driving in the same area. He stopped at the monastery on a whim and asked admittance. He explained to the monks that he had so enjoyed his previous stay, he wondered if he might be permitted to spend another night under their peaceful roof. The monks agreed and the man stayed. Late that night, he heard the sound again.
The next morning, he begged the monks to explain the sound. The monks said, "We're sorry. We can't tell you about the sound. You're not a monk."
By now, the man's curiosity had turned to obsession. He decided to give up everything and become a monk if that was the only way to learn about the sound. He informed the monks of his decision and began the long and arduous task of becoming a monk.
Seventeen years later, the man was finally established as a true member of the order. When the celebration ended, he humbly went to the leader of the order and asked to be told the source of the sound. Silently, the old monk led the new monk to a huge wooden door. He opened the door with a golden key. That door swung open to reveal a second door of silver, then a third of gold and so on until they had passed through twelve doors, each more magnificent than the last.
The new monk's face was awash with tears of joy as he finally beheld the wondrous source of the mysterious sound he had heard so many years before.
But, I can't tell you what it was. You're not a monk.
FROM:- Ray McCluskie
RUGBY SUPPORTER

A guy walks into a bar with a dachshund under his arm. The dog is wearing an England rugby jersey and is festooned with England pom-poms.
 The bartender says, "Hey! No pets are allowed in here! You'll have to leave."
The guy begs him, "Look, I'm desperate! We're both big fans, the TV's broken at my backpackers and this is the only place around where we can see the game."
 After securing a promise that the dog will behave, and warning him that he and the dog will be thrown out if there's any trouble, the bartender relents and allows them to stay in the bar and watch the game.The big game begins with the poms receiving the kickoff. They make good progress down field with five phases, get a penalty awarded at the 22 and Jonny kicks the penalty goal.
Suddenly, the dog jumps up on the bar and begins walking up and down giving high-fives to everyone. The bartender says, "Wow, that's the most amazing thing I've ever seen! What does the dog do if they score a try?"
 The owner replies, "No idea - I've only had him for three years."
FROM:- Steve Taylor

“I’m sorry, that should read.”

A young monk arrived at the monastery where he had been assigned to help the other monks copy the old canons and laws of the church by hand. After a while he noticed that all of the monks were copying from copies, not from the original manuscript. So the new monk went to the Abbot to question this, pointing out that if someone made a small error in the first copy, it would never be picked up. In fact the error would be continued in all subsequent copies.

The head monk listened to the young monk’s argument then slowly replied:

 “We have been copying from copies for centuries young man, but you make a good point.”

So the Abbott went down into the dark caves beneath the monastery to where the original manuscript was held in a locked vault that hadn’t been opened for hundreds of years. Hours went by and nobody had seen the Abbott. Finally the young monk became so worried he went downstairs to look for him and saw the old monk holding the original manuscript in both hands, banging his head against the wall.  His forehead was bloody and bruised and the old monk was sobbing uncontrollably.

 “What’s wrong, Father?” asked the young monk, very concerned.

With a choking voice the old monk replied: “The word is celebrate.”
FROM:- Grahame True

The Oldest Profession

In the pub after work, an electrician, a bricklayer and a carpenter were, arguing about whose trade was the oldest.

The chippy said that his trade must be the oldest because when Noah ~built the ark it was made from timber, - hence carpentry

The bricky said his was the oldest trade, because the Egyptians built the pyramids from large stone blocks, - hence bricklaying

The sparky listened to both their arguments and started to wander away to the bar, chuckling. But the other two called him back and demanded to know what was so funny.

“Way, way back” said the sparky, “when God said ‘Let there be Light!’ we already had the cables laid”.

FROM:- Grahame True
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